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1. Consider the following statements 
about Yangli festival that is recently seen 
in News - 

1. Tiwa tribe's people celebrate Yangli 
festival. 

2. It is celebrated once in three years. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

2. Consider the following statements about 
Sloth Bear- 

1. The animals have been declared 
"vulnerable" by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature. 

2. Sloth bear is endemic to India. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

3. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Petcoke: 

1. It is used as a fuel because of its higher 
energy content than coal. 

2. It releases larger amounts of carbon 
dioxide and sulphur dioxide, which can 
cause lung disease and acid rain. 


3. India is the world's biggest consumer of 
petcoke. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) land 3 only (d) all of the above 

4. Consider the following statement about 
Nipah virus - 

1. Nipah virus (NiV) infection is zoonotic 
disease that causes severe disease in both 
animals and humans. 

2. Fruit bats are natural host of the virus. 

3. Recently serious occurrence of Nipah 
virus in Kerala was the first outbreak in 
India. 

4. There is no effective specific 
treatment for the infection caused by Nipah 
Virus. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) All of the above 

5. Project Asita, a River Front Development 
Project is related to- 

(a) Mahanadi River 

(b) Yamuna River 

(c) Krishna River 


(d) Brahmaputra River 


6. Consider the following statements- 

1. Recently Inaugurated Kishanganga 
hydropower project will provide 13% free 

power to Jammu and Kashmir. 

2. Kishanganga hydropower project is on 
the river Kishanganga that is tributary of 
Chenab. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both land 2 (d) neither 1 nor2 

7. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Parcel Cargo Express Train 
(PCET): 

1. Northeast Frontier Railway has started 
operating Parcel Cargo Express Train (PCET) 
on fortnightly basis. 

2. It will connect Northeastern part of the 
country to the Eastern Coast of India. 

3. The PCET has been started in line with 
the Government's priority to provide 
connectivity to the Northeast region and 
empowering the local industries. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

8. Consider the following statement about 
Mission Innovation (Ml): 


1. Mission Innovation (Ml) is a global 
initiative of 22 countries and the European 
Union to dramatically accelerate global 
clean energy innovation. 

2. As part of the initiative, participating 
countries have committed to seek 

to double their governments' clean energy 
research and development (R&D) 
investment over five years. 

3. Department of Biotechnology (DBT) 
under Ministry of Science & Technology is 
nodal agency of Mission Innovation (Ml) in 
India. 

4. It was announced in 2015, when world 
leaders came together during COP 21 in 
Paris. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) All of the above 

9. Common Services Centers (CSC) scheme 
is one of the mission mode projects under: 

(a) Digital India Program 

(b) Ayushman Bharat Yojana 

(c) Skill India Mission 

(d) Atal Pension Yojana 

10. Consider the following statements 
about Ashtapadiyattam, ancient dance 
drama, which is recently seen in News: 

1. It is based on Geetha Govinda 
composed byJayadeva in the 12th Century. 



2. It became popular in Kerala during the 
time of Zamorin of Calicut. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both land 2 (d) neither 1 nor2 

11. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Regional Anti-Terrorist 
Structure (RATS): 

1. Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure 
(RATS) is permanent organ of Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO). 

2. It has the sole objective to promote 
cooperation of member states against the 
threat created by terrorism only. 

3. Recently, India hosted its first ever 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization- 
Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (SCO- 
RATS) meeting in Delhi. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
INCORRECT? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

12. Consider the following statement with 
Reference to GSLV Mk III - 

1. GSLV Mk III is a three-stage heavy lift 
launch vehicle developed by ISRO. 

2. GSLV Mk III is designed to carry 4 ton 
class of satellites into Geosynchronous 
Transfer Orbit (GTO) 


3. India has developed it indigenously. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

13. Recently launched PRAAPTI app is 
related to: 

(a) Micro, Small and Medium enterprises 

(b) Power Sector 

(c) Weather Forecast 

(d) Persons with Disabilities 

14. Consider the following statements- 

1. There is no provision of Special 
Category States in the Constitution. 

2. In centrally sponsored schemes and 
external aid special category states get it in 
the ratio of 70% grants and 30% loans. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

15. Consider the following statements 
about Black Buck: 

1. It is considered to be the fastest anima 
in the world next to Cheetah. 

2. It has been categorized least 
concerned in IUCN Red Data Book. 


3. Recently Andhra Pradesh has 
announced Black Buck as its state animal. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

16. Which of the following has/have been 
given Gl tag recently-? 

1. Banglar Rasogolla of West Bengal 

2. Pochampally Ikat of Telangana 

3. Chakshesang Shawl of Nagaland 

4. Chau mask of Purulia 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) All of the above 

17. The Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) signed an agreement to 
promote 'green' cricket in India with: 

(a) The United Nations (UN) Environment. 

(b) Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) 

(c) United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) 

(d) International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) 


1. Cauvery River rises on Brahmagiri Hill 
of the Western Ghats in south- western 
Karnataka state. 

2. The Centre recently constituted a 
Cauvery Water Management Authority 
(CMA) to address the dispute over sharing 
of river water among Tamil Nadu, 

Karnataka, Kerala and Puducherry. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

19. Consider the following statements with 
reference to The All India Trade Union 
Congress (AITUC): 

1. The All India Trade Union Congress 
(AITUC) is the oldest trade union 
federations in India. 

2. It was founded in 1920 in Bombay by 
M. N. Roy. 

3. It has been associated with 
the Communist Party of India since 
Independence 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

20. Mission Shaurya is related to: 


18. Consider the following statements- 


a) Train tribal students to scale Mt. Everest. 


b) Impart special training and prepare tribal 
students for the Olympics 2024. 

c) Skill development training is imparted to 
group of women in women friendly trades. 

d) Improve the quality of education at 
school level in India. 

21. S-400 frequently seen in News is: 

(a) Anti-Tank Guided Missiles 

(b) All-terrain transport vehicle 

(c) Amphibious warfare ships 

(d) Triumf air defense missile systems 

22. Consider the following statements- 

1. Mumbai's Art Deco buildings and 
Victorian Gothic Architectures were added 
to UNESCO's World Heritage List. 

2. Mumbai city the third city in India to be 
inscribed on the World Heritage List. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

23. Consider the following statements with 
reference to The Organisation for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW): 

1. OPCW is an independent, autonomous 
international organization with a working 
relationship with the United Nations. 


2. OPCW could only say whether chemical 
weapons were used but not who had used 
them. 

3. It is headquartered in The Hague, 
Netherlands. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

24. Consider the following statement with 
reference to RIMPAC (Rim of the Pacific 
Exercise): 

1. It is held annually near Honolulu, 
Hawaii (US) during June and July. 

2. RIMPAC (Rim of the Pacific Exercise) is 
the world's largest international maritime 
exercise. 

3. Israel, Sri Lanka and Vietnam joined 
RIMPAC for the first time. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) land 3 only (d) all of the above 

25. Under Operation NISTAR Indian Navy 
rescued 38 Indian nationals were stranded 
on the island of Socotra in the aftermath of 
cyclone Mekenu. Island of Socotra belongs 
to: 


(a) Oman 


(b) Yemen 

(c) Vietnam 

(d) Indonesia 

26. Consider the following statements- 

1. According to UN World Migration 
Report (2018) Mexico has the second 
largest diaspora after India in the world. 

2. International organization for 
migration (IOM) works in the field 
of migration with governmental, 
intergovernmental and non-governmental 
partners. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

27. Consider the following statements- 

1. Agni-V is India's longest-range cruise 
missile. 

2. It is powered by three stage 
solid fuelled missile. 

3. It is a part of Integrated Guided Missile 
Development Program (IGMDP). 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

28. Consider the following statement- 


1. Fortification in food is the practice of 
deliberately increasing the content of an 
essential micronutrient, i.e. vitamins and 
minerals in a food, 

2. Fortified rice contains Vitamin A, Iron 
and Zinc. 

3. The government is planning to provide 
fortified rice to all the poor under National 
Food Security Act (NFSA) 

4. The proposal is being prepared with 
the support of Niti Aayog under the 
National Nutrition Mission. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) All of the above 

29. Recently, in a strategic move to 
counter China, India has signed a bilateral 
agreement with a country that will allow 
Indian Navy ships with logistical support 
at Changi naval base. Changi naval base is 
situated in: 

(a) Oman 

(b) Vietnam 

(c) Singapore 

(d) Japan 

30. Consider the following statements 
regarding MOVE: Global Mobility Summit- 

1. India's first ever mobility summit has 
been organized by NITI Aayog, in 


(a) 1, 2 and 3 


collaboration with various ministries and 
industry partners. 

2. The summit will give impetus for 
vehicle electrification, renewable energy 
integration, job growth and speed up India's 
transition to a clean energy economy. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

31. Consider the following statements with 
reference to article 35 A- 

1. Article 35A is a provision in the 
Constitution that empowers the Jammu and 
Kashmir legislature to define permanent 
residents of the state. 

2. It was added in article 35 through a 
constitutional Amendment in 1954. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

32. Consider the following statement- 

1. cVIGIL is a mobile app launched by Niti 
Ayog. 

2. It enables citizens to report on 
violation of code of conduct during 
elections. 


3. The application will be active only in 
States where elections have been 
announced. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) land 3 only (d) all of the above 

33. Behdienkhlam is an annual cultural 
festival of which of the following states- 

a) Tripura 

b) Nagaland 

c) Mizoram 

d) Meghalaya 

34. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABHY) - 

1. The scheme aims to improve ground 
water management in priority areas in the 
country through community participation. 

2. The World Bank is funding for Atal 
Bhujal Yojana (ABHY). 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

35. Consider the following statements 
regarding Asian Ministerial Conference on 
Disaster Risk Reduction (AMCDRR) 2018: 

1. It will enable governments and 
stakeholders to review progress made 
against the commitments at the AMCDRR 


2016, i.e. the New Delhi Declaration, the 
Asia Regional Plan. 

2. Theme of the AMCDRR 2018 is 
'Preventing Disaster Risk: Protecting 
Sustainable Development'. 

3. The conference held in Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

36. Consider the following statement- 

1. Ministry of Finance has initiated steps 
to set up wide-based digital Public Credit 
Registry (PCR) to capture loan information 
of individuals and corporate borrowers. 

2. PCR is digital registry of authenticated 
granular credit information. 

3. It will work as financial information 
infrastructure providing access to various 
stakeholders and enrich the existing credit 
information ecosystem 

4. It will include data from entities like 
SEBI and Goods and Service Tax Network 
(GSTN). 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1, 2 and 4 

(d) All of the above 


37. The Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project 
(KLIP) of Telangana is on the River- 

(a) Godavari 

(b) Krishna 

(c) BhTma 

(d) Tungabhadra 

38. Consider the following statements 
about Khan Prahari- 

1. It is a mobile application and a tool for 
reporting any activity taking place related to 
illegal coal mining like rat hole mining, 
pilferage etc. 

2. It is launched by Ministry of New and 
Renewable Energy. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

39. Consider the following statements 
regarding Higher Education Financing 
Agency (HEFA)- 

1. HEFA was formed as a non-banking 
financial company to give a major push for 
creation of high quality infrastructure in 
premier educational institutions. 

2. It was set up as a joint venture 
between the HRD ministry and HDFC bank. 

3. Union Cabinet has permitted HEFA to 
mobilize Rs. 1 lakh crore to fund research 


(c) 2, 3 and 4 


and academic infrastructure in higher 
educational institutions by 2022. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

40. Consider the following statement with 
reference to ELECTRONICALLY 
TRANSMITTED POSTAL BALLOT SYSTEM 
(ETBPS) - 

1. ETPBS was recently used in 
Chengannur (Kerala) Assembly by poll for 
the first time. 

2. It was used for service voters. 

3. It uses OTP and PIN to ensure privacy. 

4. In this system, voters can download 
the ballot paper in electronic data format 
and after casting their vote, they can resend 
it electronically. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 2 and 3 only (b) 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) All of the above 

41. Lake Titicaca is situated between 

a) Bolivia and Brazil 

b) Peru and Brazil 

c) Paraguay and Brazil 

d) Bolivia and Peru 


42. Consider the following statements- 

1. Parker solar probe is a robotic 
spacecraft. 

2. The mission is to study why the surface 
of the Sun, called the photosphere, is not as 
hot as its atmosphere, called the corona. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

43. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Adopt a Heritage Project: 

1. It aims to encourage public / private 
sector companies and corporate citizens 
and individuals to take up the responsibility 
of development, operation and 
maintenance of State heritage in India. 

2. It is a key initiative of Ministry of 
Tourism in close collaboration with Ministry 
of Culture and Archeological Survey of India 
(ASI). 

3. Dalmia Bharat Group won a bid to take 
over the maintenance of 'Red Fort', after it 
signed a memorandum with the 
Government of India. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 


(d) all of the above 



44. Which of the following activities are 
prohibited in the Eco sensitive zone? 

1. Commercial mining. 

2. Setting up of industries causing 
pollution. 

3. Discharge of untreated effluents into 
natural water bodies or land area. 

4. Functioning of resorts already present 
in the area. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) all are prohibited 

45. Which of following state's high court 
has declared the entire animal kingdom, 
including birds and aquatic animals, as a 
legal entity having rights of a "living 
person"? 

a) Himachal Pradesh 

b) Uttrakhand 

c) Tamilnadu 

d) Madhya Pradesh 

46. Consider the following statements- 

1. The UNICEF (United Nations 
International Children's Emergency Fund) 
entered into an agreement with the Andhra 
Pradesh Economic Development Board for 


the establishment of a gaming digital 
learning hub. 

2. Visakhapatnam (Andhra Pradesh) will 
soon have a Design university for gaming. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

47. Consider the following statements 
regarding 'India Tourism Mart' - 

1. The 'first ever'India Tourism Mart 
(ITM) got organized by Tourism Ministry in 
partnership with the Federation of 
Associations in Indian Tourism 

and Hospitality (FAITH). 

2. The objective of the 
event is to create an annual 
Global Tourism Mart for India in line 
with major international travel marts bei 
ng held in countries across the world. 

3. It will provide a platform for all 
stakeholders in 

the tourism and hospitality 
industries to interact and transact busin 
ess opportunities. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) land 3 only (d) all of the above 

48. Consider the following statement 
about Mattala Airport- 



1. Mattala Airport is referred to as the 
world's "emptiest airport" located in Sri 
Lanka. 

2. India will operate the Mattala 
Rajapaksa International Airport as a Sri 
Lanka-lndia joint venture in Hambantota. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

49. Resolution 2427 seen in news is related 
to: 

a) Mainstreaming protection, rights, well¬ 
being and empowerment of children 
throughout the conflict cycle. 

b) To enhance the effectiveness and 
efficiency of Customs administrations. 

c) To promote Inter-Parliamentary 
dialogue 

d) To improve the quality of Greenhouse 
Gas Inventories of Asian countries by 
building capacities through training and 
exchange of experience. 

50. Consider the following statements 
about Dam Rehabilitation and 
Improvement project (DRIP): 

1. The objective of the project is to 
improve safety and operational 
performance of all the dams in India. 

2. This project is being funded by the 
World Bank. 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

51. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Global Forum on 
Transparency and Exchange of Information 
for Tax Purposes 

1. The Global Forum on Transparency and 
Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes 
got founded recently. 

2. The forum works under the auspices of 
the OECD. 

3. The aim of the Global Forum was to 
ensure that all countries fully implement 
the international standards on tax 
transparency and exchange of information 
(EOI). 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) land 3 only (d) all of the above 

52. Consider the following statement with 
reference to Regional Integrated Multi- 
Hazard Early Warning System (RIMES) 

1. The RIMES is an intergovernmental 
body registered under United Nations. 



2. Currently, Maldives chairs the RIMES 
Council. 

3. Recently, The Tamil Nadu Agricultural 
University has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with it to collaborate on 
climate information services for agricultural 
risk management. 

4. It provides information related to 
Tsunami and extreme weather conditions. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1, 3 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) All of the above 

53. Which Country recently Joined North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) as 
global partner- 

(a) Bolivia 

(b) Venezuela 

(c) Argentina 

(d) Colombia 

54. Consider the following statements 
about Global Finindex Database: 

1. Global Finindex Database is released by 
Alliance for Financial Inclusion (AFI). 

2. This report indicated that gender gap 
has significantly increased in India. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both land 2 (d) neither 1 nor2 


55. Consider the following statements with 
reference to UN Military Observer Group 
in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP): 

1. UNMOGIP has been established by UN 
Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 

2. It observes and reports on ceasefire 
violations along and across the Line of 
Control (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir. 

3. The group is financed by the United 
Nations regular budget. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) land 3 only (d) all of the above 

56. Consider the following statement with 
reference to Programme for International 
Student Assessment (PISA): 

1. Recently, Union Ministry of Human 
Resource Development (HRD) has officially 
decided to participate in Programme for 
International Student Assessment (PISA) For 
the First Time. 

2. It is organized by The United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO). 

3. PISA is assessment test for 18-year-old 
students which held annually. 

4. PISA measures student performance in 
mathematics, reading, and science. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
INCORRECT? 



(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) only 2 and 3 

(c) Only 3 (d) none are Incorrect 

57. IPIedgefor9' Achievers Awards is given 
by which of the following ministry: 

a) Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation 

b) Ministry of Women and Child 
Development 

c) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

d) Ministry of Human Resource 
Development 

58. Consider the following statements 
about Mission Solar Charkha: 

1. It is proposed to have a ceiling of 8% of 
interest subvention for a period of six 
months. 

2. It is an initiative by the Ministry of New 
and Renewable Energy. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both land 2 (d) neither 1 nor2 

59. Consider the following statements 
about Reunite: 

1. ReUnite is a mobile application 
launched recently to trace missing and 
abandoned old-age people in India. 


2. The app is multiuser and citizens can 
upload pictures and provide detailed 
description like name, address and can 
report to the police station. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

60. Union Civil Aviation Ministry has given 
in-principle approval to set up water 
aerodromes (aviation airfields) in the 
country. Which of the following tourist 
places have been identified for the the first 
phase of the project: 

1. Chilka Lake (Odisha) 

2. Sardar Sarovar Dam (Gujarat) 

3. Dal Lake (Jammu & Kashmir) 

4. Sabarmati River Front (Gujarat) 

Which of the above choice is/are correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) All of the above 

61. What is Golden Globe Race (GGR) 
frequently seen in News: 

(a) It is a solo sailing race around the globe 
in a yacht with no kind of modern 
technology. 

(b) It was 4 th edition of Annual Global 
energy race recently held in Haryana. 

(c) It is a tall ship race in which recently 
India's INSTarangini Participated. 



(d) None of the above 

62. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Van Dhan Scheme 

1. The scheme aims at economic 
development of tribals involved in 
collection of Minor Food Produces. 

2. Public- Private partnership (PPP) model 
will be used in this scheme. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both land 2 (d) neither 1 nor2 

63. Consider the following statements 
about GRACE mission: 

1. GRACE mission is the second mission 
under the NASA Earth System Science 
Pathfinder (ESSP) Program. 

2. GRACE maps Earth's magnetic field. 

3. It is a joint mission of NASA 
and European Space Agency (ESA). 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only (d) all of the above 

64. Consider the following statement 
regarding ToneTag: 

1. It is cashless payment digital 
technology. 


2. ToneTag company is the first to 
introduce blockchain in the payments 
space. 

3. ToneTag can be integrated with 
mobile apps and ATM machines without 
any hardware upgrades. 

4. ToneTag encodes data into sound 
waves. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) All of the above 

65. Appellate authority for advance ruling 
(AAAR) is related to: 

a) Insolvency and bankruptcy code 

b) Real Estate (Regulation and 
Development) Act 

c) GST 

d) Mudra Yojana 

66. Consider the following statements- 

1. Swachh Survekshan 2018 was 
organised by Ministry of Drinking water and 
sanitation. 

2. India's Best City in Innovation & Best 
Practices has given to Ambikapur 
(Chhattisgarh). 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 



(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both land 2 (d) neither 1 nor2 

67. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Essential Diagnostics List: 

1. Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO) recently, published its first Essential 
Diagnostics List. 

2. Essential Diagnostics List is a catalogue 
of the tests needed to diagnose the most 
common conditions as well as a number of 
global priority diseases. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both land 2 (d) neither 1 nor2 

68. Consider the following statements 
about The Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE): 

1. The Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) has 
become the first stock exchange in India to 
have received recognition as a 'Designated 
Offshore Securities Market' (DOSM). 

2. India's leading bourse Bombay Stock 
Exchange (BSE) became first stock exchange 
in the country to launch commodity 
derivative contracts. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both land 2 (d) neither 1 nor2 


69. Composite Water Management Index 
is launched by: 

(a) The Ministry of Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation 

(b) Niti Aayog 

(c) The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare 

(d) The International Water Management 
Institute 

70. Consider the following statements 
regarding Permanent Residency Status 
(PRS) scheme: 

1. The scheme will be applicable only to 
foreign investors who invest at least ^10 
crore in India within 18 months or Rs.25 
crores within 36 months. 

2. PRS holders will be allowed to 
purchase one residential property for 
dwelling purpose. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

71. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO): 

1. The Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) was originally an eight- 
member multilateral organization. 



2. The Heads of State Council (HSC) is the 
supreme decision-making body in the SCO. 

3. Iraq has observer status in the 
organization. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 only 
(c) 3 only (d) 2&3 only 

72. Bru Tribes who are frequently seen in 
News belongs to: 

1. Tripura 

2. Mizoram 

3. Assam 

4. Manipur 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 1,2 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) All of the above 

73. Which of the following 
organization has agreed to include "Green 
Good Deeds" in its official agenda? 

a) BIMSTEC 

b) SAARC 

c) SCO 

d) BRICS 


1. It will be the longest bi-directional 
tunnel in the world. 

2. It will provide all-weather connectivity 
to Srinagar, Kargil and Leh. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

75. Consider the following statements 
Oxytocin frequently seen in News: 

1. Oxytocin is also called as love 
hormone. 

2. Oxytocin is a hormone that is made in 
the brain, in the hypothalamus. 

3. The release of oxytocin 
regulates Childbirth and Breast-feeding. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) land 3 only (d) all of the above 

76. Consider the following statement with 
reference to Udyam Abhilasha: 

1. It has been launched by Ministry of 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises. 

2. It a national level entrepreneurship 
awareness campaign 


74. Consider the following statements 
about Zojila Pass tunnel: 



3. It was launched in 115 Aspirational 
Districts identified by NITI Aayog in 28 
States 

4. It focuses on women aspirants in 
aspirational districts to encourage women 
entrepreneurship. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) All of the above 

77. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Battlefield Tourism 

1. It is a campaign to bring military 
history out of its ignored preserves and 
make it more accessible to people. 

2. United Service Institution (USI), a 
think-tank, is helping to promote the niche 
concept of 'Battlefield Tourism' 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

78. Consider the following statements 
about trachoma: 

1. Recently, World Health Organization 
(WHO) has validated Myanmar for having 
eliminated trachoma, a contagious bacterial 
infection of the eye. 

2. India has declared itself free from 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

79. Consider the following statements: 

1. Navika Sagar Parikrama is the first ever 
Indian circumnavigation of the globe by an 
all-women crew. 

2. Circumnavigation means meeting all 
the criteria as crossing the Equator twice, 
crossing all Longitudes and also the all three 
great capes. 

3. INSV Tarini has visited only 
five countries during the expedition. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) land 3 only (d) all of the above 

80. Consider the following statement with 
referenda to World Health Assembly: 

1. The World Health Assembly is highest 
decision-making body of World Health 
Organization (WHO). 

2. The members of the World Health 
Assembly generally meet every year in May 
in Geneva. 

3. It has adopted a resolution on Digital 
Health and the resolution which was 
initiated by India 


infective Trachoma. 



Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

81. Consider the following statements 
with reference to National Policy on 
Biofuel, 2018: 

1. The policy allows use of surplus food 
grains for production of ethanol for 
blending with petrol with approval of 
National Biofuel Coordination Committee. 

2. The ethanol supply will help to reduce 
import dependency on crude oil which will 
in turn result in savings of forex. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both land 2 (d) neither 1 nor2 

82. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Liberalised Remittance 
Scheme (LRS). 

1. Under LRS, all resident individuals can 
freely remit $250,000 overseas every 
financial year. 

2. Under LRS Remittances are not 
permitted for overseas purchase of shares 
and property. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 


(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

83. Consider the following statements 
regarding Mohanpura Irrigation project: 

1. This project will facilitate irrigation of 
agricultural land in Punjab. 

2. The project is implemented under the 
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

84. Consider the following statement with 
reference to South Asia Wildlife 
Enforcement Network (SAWEN): 

1. India recently held its first ever 
meeting of South Asia Wildlife Enforcement 
Network (SAWEN) in Kolkata. 

2. It is an inter-governmental wildlife law 
enforcement agency. 

3. Pakistan was absent in its Recent 
meeting. 

4. Its regional network comprises of six 
South Asian countries excluding Maldives 
and Afghanistan. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) All of the above 


(a) 1 only 


(b) 2 only 



85. Which of the following country have 
pursued third neighbour Policy? 

a) Bulgaria 

b) Argentina 

c) Mongolia 

d) Croatia 

86. Consider the following statements 
regarding Suryashakti Kisan Yojana 

1. It has been launched by Gujarat 
Government. 

2. It is a solar power generation scheme 
for Farmers where they can sell surplus 
Power. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

87. Consider the following statements 
regarding The Industrial and Commercial 
Bank of China (ICBC): 

1. It is a top state-run Chinese bank which 
has launched China's first India-dedicated 
publicly offered investment fund. 

2. ICBC is the largest bank in the world 
with over $3.6 trillion in assets. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 


(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

88. Consider the following statement with 
reference to 'Seva Bhoj Yojna' 

1. It has been launched by Union 
Ministry of Culture. 

2. It is to ease financial burden of 
Charitable Religious Institutions who 
provide Food free of cost without any 
discrimination to Public or Devotees. 

3. This scheme will use the fund from 
Central Government share of CGST and 

I GST. 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) All of the above 

89. India has gifted Dornier maritime 
patrol aircraft to which of the following 
country: 

a) Mauritius 

b) Madagascar 

c) Comoros 

d) Seychelles 

90. Consider the following statements 
about Dhanush recently seen in News: 


4. The Charitable Religious Institutions 
must be at least 5 years old before applying 
under this scheme. 


(a) 1, 2 and 3 


(a) 1 only 


(b) 2 only 



1. It is India's first indigenous,long-range 
artillery gun. 

2. It has been inducted into the Army in 
2014. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both land 2 (d) neither 1 nor2 

91. Consider the following statements 
about Neutrinos: 

1. Neutrinos are electrically neutral. 

2. Neutrinos do not have any mass. 

3. Neutrinos are the most abundant 
massive elementary particles in nature. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

92. Consider the following statement 
about Bhavani River which is frequently 
making News: 

1. It is a tributary of the River Krishna. 

2. It drains Tamil Nadu, Kerala and 
Karnataka. 

3. It passes through the Eravikulam 
National Park in Kerala. 

4. It is the second longest river in Tamil 
Nadu. 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 2 and 4 

(c) 3 Only (d) All of the above 

93. Ryugu, frequently seen in news is a - 

a) A robot 

b) Archeological remains 

c) Asteroid 

d) A type of Plant for medicinal use 

94. Consider the following statements 
about Heliosphere: 

1. Heliosphere is the region where the 
constant flow of particles from our Sun, 
called the solar wind, collides with material 
from the rest of the galaxy. 

2. NASA will launch The Interstellar 
Mapping and Acceleration Probe (IMAP) 
mission by 2024 to learn more about 
heliosphere. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

95. Consider the following statements 
choices: 

1. SHAKTI Scheme 


2. UTTAM App 



3. Saubhagya schemes 

Which of the above Initiative has/have 
been taken by Ministry of Coal? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

96. Consider the following statements 
about Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay: 

1. Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote 
the national song Vande Mataram. 

2. His novel Anandamath is based on 
Sanyashi Bidroho or rebellion of monks in 
late 18th century. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both land 2 (d) neither 1 nor2 

97. Black beauty recently seen in news is: 

a) Supernova 

b) Martian meteorite 

c) Brightest Galaxy 

d) Dwarf star 

98. Consider the following statements 
about Warli Art recently seen in news: 

1. Warli is a tribal art form that was 
mostly created by the Adivasis of the 
Western Ghats. 


2. These paintings use a set of geometric 
shapes - circle, triangle and square. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

99. Consider the following statements 
about CBI that is frequently making news 
because of its internal dispute: 

1. It derives power to investigate from 
Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946 


3. It is under administrative control of 
Department of Personnel and Training 
(DoPT), Ministry of Personnel. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) land 3 only (d) all of the above 

100. Consider the following statement 
National Health Protection Scheme: 

1. This Scheme will cover over ten crore 
poor and vulnerable families. 

2. Under this scheme there will coverage 
of five lakh rupees per family per year for 
primary and secondary care hospitalization. 

3. It is part of Ayushmaan Bharat 
Scheme. 


2. It is a non-statutory body. 



Explanation 

1. Answer (c) Both are Correct 

• Tiwa tribe's people celebrate Yangli 
festival and they celebrate Yangli every 
three years. Hence both statements are 
correct. It is celebrated in Assam's Karbi 
Anglong. 

• Yangli is an important festival for the 
Tiwas because of its relation to agriculture, 
a main source to their economy. During 
Yangli the Tiwas pray for a bountiful harvest 
as well as protection for their crops against 
pests and other harmful natural calamities. 
Sowing of paddy starts immediately after 
this festival. 



2. Answer (a) Only 1 is Correct 

• The animals have been declared 
"vulnerable" by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature, Hence statement 1 
is correct. 

• Sloth bears have been distributed across 
India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal and 
Bhutan; hence we cannot say that it is 
endemic to India so statement two is not 
correct. 

• In the country, they are spread across 
several States, including Uttarakhand, Uttar 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh, 
Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu, Gujarat and Rajasthan. 

a) Ratanmahal Sloth Bear Sanctuary - 

Located in the Dahod district of 
Gujarat. 

b) Jessore Sloth Bear Sanctuary - 

Located in Banaskantha district of 
Gujarat 

c) Daroji Sloth Bear Sanctuary - Daroji 
is located near Hampi in Karnataka's 
BaMari district. 

3. Answer (d) all are Correct 

• Petroleum coke or petcoke is an oil 
refinery by-product. It is used as a fuel 
because of its higher energy content than 
coal. It releases larger amounts of carbon 
dioxide and sulphur dioxide, which can 
cause lung disease and acid rain. India is the 
world's biggest consumer of petcoke. Hence 
all the statements are Correct. 


•Government of India is planning to 
propose a ban over burning petroleum coke 
as a fuel nationwide to comply with a 
Supreme Court request. It is seen as a part 
of a long-running case to clean the 
country's air. Government may allow 
petcoke to be used in the limestone and 
cement industries. 

• More than half of India's petcoke demand 
of 27 million tones is imported, mostly from 
the United States. 

4. Answer (b) Only 1, 2 and 4 are Correct 

• Nipah virus (NiV) infection is zoonotic 
disease that causes severe disease in both 
animals and humans. Fruit bats of the 
Pteropodidae Family Pteropus genus are 
natural host of the virus. Hence Statement 
land 2 are correct. 

• It was first identified during outbreak of 
disease that took place in Kampung Sungai 
Nipah, Malaysia in 1998. Notably, the 
previous serious outbreak in India was in 
2001, when the Siliguri district of West 
Bengal recorded 42 Nipah related deaths. 
Hence statement 3 is Incorrect. 

•There is no effective specific treatment for 
the infection and hospitalization is only to 
support our bodily immune systems. Hence 
statement 4 is Correct. 

5. Answer (b) Yamuna River 

• Project Asita is the Delhi Development 
Authority's Yamuna River Front 
Development Project, Hence Option (b) is 
Correct. The project is given the name 


"Asita" as it is another name of river 
Yamuna. 

• Yamuna RFD project aims to restore, 
revive and rejuvenate the river's floodplains 
and make them accessible to the people of 
Delhi. 

6. Answer (a) Only 1 is Correct 

• Prime Minister of India inaugurated 
Kishanganga hydroelectric power plant in 
the state of Jammu and Kashmir. The 
project will provide 13% free power to 
Jammu and Kashmir. Hence Statement 1 is 
Correct. 

• It is built on the river Kishanganga, a 
tributary of Jhelum not of Chenab, Hence 
statement 2 is not Correct. 

• The 330 megawatt Kishanganga 
hydropower station work was started in 
2009. The Kishanganga project was delayed 
for several years as Pakistan dragged India 
to the International Court of Arbitration, 
which ruled in India's favor in 2013. 

7. Answer (c) Only 1 and 3 is Correct. 

• Northeast Frontier Railway has started 
operating one lease Parcel Cargo Express 
Train (PCET) on fortnightly basis, Hence 
statement 1 is Correct. 

• It will connect Northeastern part of the 
country to the West Coast not the east 
coast, Hence 2 nd statement is Incorrect. 

• The PCET has been started in line with the 
Government's priority to provide 
connectivity to the Northeast region and 


empowering the local industries. Hence 
statement 3 is Correct. 

• The service would enable farmers to 
market their products like tea, betal nuts, 
pineapple, jute, horticulture products, cane 
furniture etc. at the retail markets in 
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Nagpur, Pune etc. It 
has emerged as a business tool without any 
additional strain on the resources of the 
railways. 


8. Answer (d) all are Correct. 

• Mission Innovation aims to accelerate 
global clean energy innovation with the 
following aims 

a) to make clean energy 
affordable 

b) to address climate change 

c) to create green jobs and 
commercial opportunities 

• It includes participating countries doubling 
their clean energy R&D investment. It is 
required to meet economic and energy 
security goals in timely manner 

• India is Founding Member of the Steering 
Committee and also a Member of the two 
sub-groups: Joint research and Capacity 
Building and Private Sector Engagement. 

• Department of Biotechnology (DBT) under 
Ministry of Science & Technology is nodal 



agency coordinating and steering activities 
of Mission Innovation (Ml) in India. 

• It was announced by the leaders of 20 
countries that have a shared desire to 
accelerate global clean energy innovation 
during COP 21 in Paris. 

9. Answer (a) Digital India Program 

• Common Services Centers (CSC) scheme is 
one of the mission mode projects under the 
Digital India Program. Hence Option (a) is 
Correct. The network of Common Service 
Centres (CSC) is set to be expanded to 2.50 
lakh gram panchayats soon. 

• CSC acts as access points for delivery of 
various electronic services to villages in 
India. CSCs are the access points for delivery 
of essential public utility services, social 
Welfare schemes, healthcare, financial, 
education and agriculture services, apart 
from host of B2C services to citizens in rural 
and remote areas of the country. 

• The regular CSC services are banking, 
health, education, financial services, and a 
host of other services. In addition, the CSC 
model has adopted six villages in the 
country in the pilot phase and they are 
called as Digital villages. 

10. Answer (c) Both are correct 

•Vice-President relaunched the ancient 
dance drama 'Ashtapadiyattam' based on 
'Gita Govindam' believed to be penned by 
12th century poet Jayadeva, at a function in 
Kerala. It became popular in Kerala during 


the time of Zamorin of Calicut. Hence both 
the statements are correct. 

• It is called Ashtapadis (Ashta- 8) as the 
Gita Govinda has couplets grouped into 
eights. So the name Ashtapadi + attam 
(Dance), a dance -drama based on 
Ashtapadi 

• Jayadeva's Gita Govindam classic 
encompasses a unique mix of classical 
nliterature, classical music and classical 
dance. Gita Govindam's unusually wide 
appeal comes from the story of Sri Krishna 
and his love for Radha. 

11. Answer (b) Only 2 and 3 are 
INCORRECT 


• Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) is 
permanent organ of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO). Hence statement 1 is 
Correct. 

• It serves to promote cooperation of 
member states against three evils of 
terrorism, separatism and extremism not 
just terrorism only. Hence statement 2 is 
INCORRECT 

• Pakistan recently hosted its first ever 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization- 
Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (SCO- 
RATS) meeting in Islamabad, not India. 

Hence statement 3 is also INCORRECT 

• It is headquartered in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan. The Head of RATS is elected to 



three-year term. Each member state also 
sends permanent representative to RATS. 

12. Answer (d) all of the above 

• GSLV Mk III is a three-stage heavy lift 
launch vehicle developed by ISRO. The 
vehicle has two solid strap-ons, a core liquid 
booster and a cryogenic upper stage. Hence 
statement 1 is Correct. 

• GSLV Mk III is designed to carry 4 ton class 
of satellites into Geosynchronous Transfer 
Orbit (GTO) of 36,000 km; or about 10 tons 
to Low Earth Orbit (LEO) of up to 800 km., 
which is about twice the capability of GSLV 
Mk II. Hence Statement 2 is Correct. 

• India has developed it indigenously that 
will make a bid to breach a heavy-lift rocket 
club. The U.S., Russia, Europe, China and 
Japan are already there. Hence Statement 3 
is also Correct. 

• Although Mklll was approved in 2002 and 

work on it and its facilities began over the 
last six to eight years, the most intensive 
part was during 2014-16. 

13. Answer (b) Power Sector 

• In a bid to rein in errant distribution 
companies (discoms) that delay payments 
to power generation companies, the Power 
Ministry has launched the Praapti web 
portal, that aims at bringing transparency in 
power sector of India. Hence option (b) is 
Correct. 


• PRAAPTI, Payment Ratification and 
Analysis in Power procurement for bringing 

Transparency in Invoicing of generators will 
contain all details related to payments. 

• The app will enable citizens to monitor 
the payments that are being made to power 
Generation companies. 

• The app will also allow its users to know 
the details related to the payments made 
by the discoms to the power generation 
company and when it was made. 

• PRAAPTI will also enable the consumers to 
know the performance of their discoms in 
terms of payments that are being made to 
the generation companies. 

• Later, the performance of the discoms will 
be ratified on the basis of payments that 
were made. 

14. Answer (a) Only 1 is correct 

• CM Nitish Kumar has appealed for Special 
Category Status for Bihar. Six states — 

Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Jharkhand, Orissa 
and Rajasthan — at different points in time 
have been demanding special category 
status. However, the Inter-Ministerial 
Group had rejected Bihar's plea to be 
considered a special category State. 

• The concept of a special category state 
was first introduced in 1969 when the 5th 
Finance Commission sought to provide 
certain disadvantaged states with 
preferential treatment in the form of 


central assistance and tax breaks. Hence 
Statement 1 is Correct. 

• In centrally sponsored schemes and 
external aid special category states get it in 
the ratio of 90% grants and 10% loans. 

Hence statement 2 is NOT correct. 

The criteria for granting special status are 
as follows: 

(i) Hilly and difficult terrain. 

(ii) Low population density or 
sizeable share of tribal 
population. 

(iii) Strategic location along 
borders with neighbouring 
countries. 

(iv) Economic and infrastructural 
backwardness. 

(v) Non-viable nature of state 
finances. 

15. Answer (d) All of the above 

• Indian Blackbuck (Antilope cervicapra) is 
an antelope and is the only living species of 
the genus Antilope. It is considered to be 
the fastest animal in the world next to 
Cheetah. Hence statement 1 is Correct. 

• Hunting of blackbuck is prohibited under 
Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act of 
1972. It has been categorised least 
concerned in IUCN Red Data Book. Hence 
statement 2 is also correct. 


• Four years after the bifurcation of Andhra 
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh has announced 
Black Buck as its state animal. Hence 
statement 3 is also correct. 

16. Answer (d) All of the above 

• A Gl product is primarily an agricultural, 
natural or a manufactured product 
(handicraft and industrial goods) originating 
from a definite geographical territory. It is a 
community right rather than individual or 
company. 

• Some of the recently accorded GIs are, 

a) Hand-crafted stone sculptures of 
Mamallapuram; 

b) Rasgulla of West Bengal; 

c) Pochampally Ikat of Telangana; 

d) Gobindobhog Rice of West Bengal; 

e) Etikoppaka Toys of Andhra Pradesh; 
and 

f) Chakshesang Shawl of Nagaland. 

• The Chau mask of Purulia, the wooden 
mask of Kushmandi, the Patachitra, the 
Dokras of Bengal, and Madhurkathi (a kind 
of mat) have been presented with the 
Geographical Indication (Gl) tag by the 
Geographical Indication Registry and 
Intellectual Property India. Hence all the 
statements correct. 

17. Answer (a) the United Nations (UN) 
Environment. 

• The Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) signed an agreement to promote 
'green' cricket in India with the United 


Nations (UN) Environment. Hence Option 
(a) is Correct. 

• The main aim of the partnership is to 
spread greater awareness about key 
environmental challenges that are facing 
the country and highlight alternate and 
more sustainable solutions. 

• Through the agreement, the BCCI will 
endeavor to reduce its environmental 
impact by greening its operations and 
engaging cricketers and fans in green 
initiatives. 

• The partnership will help make cricket 
green and sensitise spectators towards 
minimising waste generation during 
matches. 

• The partnership will also focus on phasing 
out single-use plastic across stadiums and 
cricket events in the country. 

18. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 are correct. 

• Cauvery River rises on Brahmagiri Hill of 
the Western Ghats in south- western 
Karnataka state. It flows in a south-easterly 
direction for 475 miles through the states of 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. Hence 
statement 1 is correct. 

• The river is important for its irrigation 
canal projects. In the upper course, at the 
Krishnaraja Sagara, the Kaveri is joined by 
two tributaries, the Hemavati and 
Lakshmantirtha, where a dam was 
constructed for irrigation. Its main 
tributaries are the Kabani (Kabbani), 
Amaravati, Noyil, and Bhavani rivers. 


• The Centre recently constituted a Cauvery 
Water Management Authority (CMA) to 
address the dispute over sharing of river 
water among Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 

Kerala and Puducherry. The authority 
would comprise a chairman, eight members 
besides a secretary. Out of eight members, 
two each will be full-time and part-time 
members, while the rest four would be 
part-time members from states. Hence 
statement 2 is also correct. 

19. Answer (c) Only 1 and 3 are correct. 

• Accusing the Centre of running an "anti¬ 
worker government", leading trade union 
body AITUC threated to launch a 
nationwide campaign against the 
government. 

• The All India Trade Union Congress 
(AITUC) is the oldest trade union 
federations in India. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

• It was founded in 1920 in Bombay by Lala 
Lajpat Rai, Joseph Baptista, N. M. Joshi, 
Diwan Chaman Lall and a few others But M. 
N. Roy was not one of the founding 
members of AITUC because at the same 
time MN Roy was busy laying the 
foundation of CPI in Tashkent in Russia. 
Hence statement 2 is NOT correct. 

• Until 1945 when unions became 
organized on party lines, it was the primary 
trade union organization in India. Since 
then, it has been associated with the 
Communist Party of India. Hence statement 
3 is correct. 



• AITUC is a founder member of the World 
Federation of Trade Unions. 

20. Answer (a) Train tribal students to scale 
Mt. Everest. 

• 'Mission Shaurya' is an initiative of the 
Tribal department of the Maharashtra State 
Government. It aims to train tribal students 
to scale Mt. Everest. 

• Recently, 10 tribal students from 
residential schools in Chandrapur district of 
Maharashtra conquered Everest. 

• Mission Shakti - Maharashtra government 
has also announced this mission to impart 
special training and prepare tribal students 
for the Olympics 2024. 

21. Answer (d) Triumf air defense missile 
systems. 

• India has concluded price negotiations 
with Russia for a nearly Rs 40,000 crore deal 
to procure S-400 Triumf air defence missile 
systems for the Indian Air Force. 

• S-400 Triumf is one of the world's most 
advanced air defence systems that can 
simultaneously track numerous incoming 
objects — all kinds of aircraft, missiles and 
UAVs — in a radius of a few hundred 
kilometres and launch appropriate missiles 
to neutralise them. Hence option (d) is 
Correct. 

22. Answer (a) Only 1 is Correct 

• Mumbai's Art Deco buildings and 
Victorian Gothic Architectures were added 


to UNESCO's World Heritage List. Hence 
statement 1 is correct. 

• This makes Mumbai city the second city in 
India after Ahmedabad to be inscribed on 
the World Heritage List and mot the Third. 

Hence 2 nd statement is NOT correct. 

23. Answer (c) Only 1 and 3 is Correct 

• The Organisation for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons (OPCW) is 

an intergovernmental organization and the 
implementing body for the Chemical 
Weapons Convention, which entered into 
force on 29 April 1997. The OPCW, with its 
193 member states, has its seat in The 
Hague, Netherlands, and oversees the 
global endeavor for the permanent and 
verifiable elimination of chemical weapons. 
Hence statement 1 and 3 are correct 

• But 2 nd statement is INCORRECT Because 

OPCW has been recently granted additional 
powers by its members voting in two-third 
majority. Until now, OPCW could only say 
whether chemical weapons were used but 
not who had used them. The new power 
allows it to assign blame for attacks. 

24. Answer (b) Only 2 and 3 are Correct 

•The RIMPAC is the world's largest 
international maritime warfare exercise. 
Hence 2 nd statement is Correct. It is held 
biennially not annually near Honolulu, 
Hawaii (US) during June and July of even- 
numbered years. Hence 1 st statement is 
INCORRECT. 


• It is hosted and administered by the 
United States Navy's Pacific Fleet 
(headquartered at Pearl Harbor) in 
conjunction with Marine Corps, Coast 
Guard, and Hawaii National Guard forces 
under control of Governor of Hawaii. 

• For this exercise, host country US invites 
military forces of countries from Pacific Rim 
and beyond to participate. 

• The biennial exercise seeks to provide a 
unique training opportunity to participants 
in order foster cooperative relationships to 
ensure the safety of sea lanes and security 
on the world's oceans. Israel, Sri Lanka and 
Vietnam joined RIMPAC for the first time. 
Hence 3 rd statement is Correct. 

25. Answer (b) Yemen 

• The Indians who were stranded in Socotra 
island after cyclone Mekunu hit the area 
were evacuated by INS Sunayna in an 
operation "Nistar". The territory is located 
near major shipping routes and is officially 
part of Yemen, and had long been a 
subdivision of the Aden Governorate. 

Hence option (b) is Correct. 

26. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 are Correct 

• IOM was established in 1951. It had been 
an observer to the UN since 1992. It is 
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. The 
agency joined the UN system as a related 
organization in September 2016. 

• It works in the field of migration with 
governmental, intergovernmental and non¬ 
governmental partners. IOM works to help 


ensure the humane management of 
migration by providing services and advice 
to governments and migrants, promote 
international cooperation on migration 
issues. 

• The organization has 166 member 
countries (including India) and 8 observer 
states. It aims to provide humanitarian 
assistance to migrants in need, including 
refugees and internally displaced people. 

• According to UN World Migration Report 
(2018) Indian diaspora is world's largest, 
with slightly more than 15.6 million people 
from India living overseas. According to the 
report, Mexico has the second largest 
diaspora after India followed by Russia 
(3rd), China (4th), Bangladesh (5th) and 
Pakistan (6 th ). 

27. Answer (b) Only 2 and 3 are Correct 

• Agni-V is India's longest-range ballistic 
missile. Hence statement 1 is INCORRECT. 

Agni -V is an Inter-Continental Ballistic 
Missile (ICBM) with a range of over 5,000 
km and can reach most parts of China. It 
can carry a payload of 1.5 tonnes. 

28. Answer (d) all are Correct 

29. Answer (c) Singapore 

• India and Singapore have signed Bilateral 
Agreement for Navy Cooperation that will 
allow Indian Navy ships logistical support, 
including refuelling at Singapore's Changi 
Naval Base located near disputed South 
China Sea (SCS). The agreement was 
announced during second Defence 
Ministers' Dialogue between India and 


Singapore held in New Delhi. Hence option 
(c) is correct. 

30. Answer (c) Both are Correct 

• The summit will give impetus for vehicle 
electrification, renewable energy 
integration, job growth and speed up India's 
transition to a clean energy economy. 

India's first ever mobility summit has been 
organized by NITI Aayog, in collaboration 
with various ministries and industry 
partners. Hence both the statements are 
Correct. 

• MOVE: Global Mobility Summit will see 
participation from major global players 
offering first-hand perspective on 
automotive solutions, upcoming trends in 
the logistics sector. 

• The conclave would include panel 
discussions featuring global CEOs and 
transport ministers from across the world. 

• It will see participation from countries like 
Netherlands, Slovakia, USA, UK, 

Netherlands, China, South Korea, Australia 
etc. 

31. Answer (a) only 1 is Correct 

• Article 35A was in news because it has 
been challenged in the Supreme Court 
through a Public Interest Litigation (PIL). 

• Article 35A is a provision in the 
Constitution that empowers the Jammu and 
Kashmir legislature to define permanent 
residents of the state. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 


• It was added through the presidential 
(Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 
1954, issued under Article 370 and not by a 
constitutional amendment. Hence 
statement 2 is INCORRECT. 

32. Answer (b) Only 2 and 3 are correct. 

• cVIGIL is a mobile app launched by 
Election Commission of India and not by Niti 
Aayog. Hence 1 st statement is Incorrect. 

• The application will be active only in 
States where elections have been 
announced. It enables citizens to report on 
violation of code of conduct during 
elections. The moment a citizen exits an 
election-bound State, the app will become 
inactive. Hence statement 2 and 3 are 
correct. 

33. Answer (d) Meghalaya 

• Behdienkhlam is Meghalaya's annual 
cultural festival. The non-Christian 'Pnar' 
people who believe either in the traditional 
faith of 'Niamtre' or Hinduism observe this 
festival 

• It is celebrated in the month of July all 
over the Jaintia hills for good health, 
property and bumper harvest. The main 
spectacle happens at the small peripheral 
town of Jowai, 64 km away from Shillong, 
Meghalaya. 

34. Answer (c) Both are correct. 

• The Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABHY) is to be 
implemented over a period of five years 
from 2018-19 to 2022-23, with World Bank 
assistance. 



• It is an Rs.6000 crore Central Sector 
Scheme of the Ministry of Water Resources, 
River Development and Ganga 
Rejuvenation. The scheme aims to improve 
ground water management in priority areas 
in the country through community 
participation. Hence statement 1 is Correct. 

• The priority areas identified under the 
scheme fall in the states of Gujarat, 

Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. 

• These States represent about 25% of the 
total number of over-exploited, critical and 
semi-critical blocks in terms of ground 
water in India. 

• The World Bank has approved Atal Bhujal 
Yojana (ABHY). Hence statement 2 is also 
correct. 

35. Answer (d) all are correct. 

36. Answer (c) only 2, 3 and 4 are correct. 

• To provide a single-point and real-time 
source for financial liabilities of a person or 
entity, the Reserve Bank of India has 
decided to set up a public credit registry 
(PCR) in a modular and phased manner. 
Hence statement 1 is INCORRECT. 

• The decision is based on the report of RBI 
appointed task force led by YM Deosthalee. 
The PCR will be the single point of 
mandatory reporting for all material events 
for each loan, notwithstanding any 


threshold in the loan amount or type of 
borrower. 

• The PCR will serve as a registry of all 
credit contracts, duly verified by reporting 
institutions, for all lending in India and any 
lending by an Indian institution to a 
company incorporated in India. 

37. Answer (a) Godavari 

• Ministry of Water Resources has accepted 
two major irrigation projects from states. 

a) The Kaleshwaram Project of 
Telangana: It involves diversion of 
Godavari water for irrigation and 
drinking water purposes. The project 
is to build at estimated to cost about 
Rs. 80,499.7 crore and proposed to 
be completed in three years. It is the 
costliest irrigation project o be taken 
up by any state in the country. 

Hence option (a) is Correct. 

b) The Upper Pravara (Nilwande-ll) 
Project of Maharashtra: It involves 
diversion water for irrigation and 
drinking water purposes. 

38. Answer (a) Only 1 is Correct. 



• It is a mobile application is launched by 

Ministry of Coal for tracking illegal mining. 
Hence statement 2 is Incorrect 

• Citizens can upload geo-tagged 
photographs of the incident along with 
textual information directly to the system. 

39. Answer (c) Only 1 and 3 are Correct. 

• Higher Education Financing Agency 
(HEFA) was set up as a joint venture 
between the HRD ministry and Canara bank 
not HDFC Bank. Hence 2 nd statement is 
INCORRECT. It was registered as a Section 8 
Company under the Companies Act. 

• It will rise funds from the market 

and mobilize CSR funds from 
PSUs/Corporates. 

• It will also have equity share from 

Central government (Rs. 5000 
crore) and Canara Bank. 

• The funding will also be available to 

government-run schools 

KendriyaVidyalayas and Jawahar 
NavodayaVidyalayas. 

• Funding - HEFA will directly release 

the sanctioned amount to vendors 
or contractors only after the 
certification of executing agency 
and educational institutions. 

• All the Centrally Funded Institutions 

will have to repay the borrowed 
amount (loans) in a time frame 
of over 10 years. 

40. Answer (a) Only 2 and 3 are Correct. 


• The ETPBS was recently used in 
Chengannur (Kerala) Assembly bypoll for 
service voters. But not the first time. It was 
first used in Nellithope by-elections in 
Puducherry in 2016.Hence statement 1 is 
INCORRECT. 

• It was used for service voters like 
members of Armed Forces of the Union, 
members of forces to which provisions of 
Army Act, 1950 applies, members of armed 
police force of a State and serving outside 
that state and persons who are employed 
by Gol in a post outside India. Hence 2 nd 
statement is Correct. 

• It uses QR codes for uniqueness of the 
Service Voters and the secrecy in 
transmission is ensured by the use of OTP 

and PIN. Hence 3 rd statement is also 
correct. 

• The postal ballots are delivered in 
electronic data format to voters on a real 
time basis. The voters can download the 
postal ballot and votes so cast would be 
received by the returning officer through 
post. Not in Electronic format. Hence 4 th 
statement is INCORRECT 


41. Answer (d) Bolivia and Peru 



• Recently it was in News because; Bolivia 
is going to build an underwater museum in 
its sacred Lake Titicaca. 

• Titicaca is located between the border of 
Bolivia and Peru with an area of 8,500 sq. 

km. Hence Option (d) is Correct. 

• It is in partnership with Belgium and 
UNESCO would contribute $2 million to the 
project. 

• It will be both a tourist complex and a 
centre for archaeological geological and 
biological research which will make it the 
only one in the world. 

42. Answer (c) Both are Correct. 

• NASA's first robotic spacecraft "Parker 
Solar Probe" is to study Sun. It will travel 
directly into the sun's atmosphere about 4 
million miles from the star's surface. 

• The surface temperature of the Sun is 
only about 5,500°C but the atmosphere 
above it is an over two million degrees 
Celsius. 

• The mission may also ascertain why the 
Sun occasionally emits high-energy particles 
that are a danger to unprotected astronauts 
and spacecraft. 

• NASA's Parker Solar Probe has recently 
got its revolutionary heat 
shieldpermanently attached to the 
spacecraft. 

• The shield is made of superheated carbon 
composite material sprayed with a 
specifically formulated white coating on the 


sun facing side to reflect the sun's energy 
away from the spacecraft. 

• As the spacecraft approach the sun, 
temperatures on the heat shield will reach 
nearly 1,3000C but the spacecraft will be 
kept at about 300C. 

• The shield will help the spacecraft remain 
safe as it collects data about the inner 
workings of the corona. 

43. Answer (d) all are Correct. 

• It aims to encourage public / private 
sector companies and corporate citizens / 
NGOs / individuals to take up the 
responsibility of development, operation 
and maintenance of State heritage and 
other important tourist sites in India. 

• They will be considered as "Monument 
Mitras" for the development of tourist 
amenities. 

• In April this year, Dalmia Bharat Group 
won a bid to take over the maintenance of 
'Red Fort', after it signed a memorandum 
with the Government of India. 

44. Answer (a) only 1, 2 and 3 Points are 
correct. 

• Resorts already present in the area 
would not be forced to stop functioning. 
Hence 4 th Function is not prohibited. 

• Union Ministry of Environment has 
recently issued notification declaring 
438 sq.km of area around the Mudumalai 
Tiger Reserve as an Eco sensitive zone. The 
notification followed a Supreme Court 



order calling for an eco-sensitive zone 
around all national parks 

• The declaration of an eco-sensitive zone 
would place restrictions on polluting 
industries but it would not stop agriculture 
activities in the area. The following 
activities are restricted/prohibited in the 
eco-sensitive zone: 

1. Commercial mining, 

2. Setting up of industries causing pollution, 

3. Establishment of major hydroelectric 
projects, 

4. Use or production or processing of any 
hazardous substances, 

5. Discharge of untreated effluents into 
natural water bodies or land area and 

6. Setting up of new saw mills or brick kilns. 

45. Answer (b) Uttarakhand. 

• The Uttarakhand High Court has declared 
the entire animal kingdom, including birds 
and aquatic animals, as a legal entity having 
rights of a "living person". Hence Option (b) 
is Correct. 

• The court has invoked Article 21 of the 
Constitution - safeguarding the rights of 
humans, protects life. The court has 
clarified that the word 'life' includes animal 
world. 

• According to the judgment. Legal Entity 
means "The entity acts like a natural person 
but only through a designated person, 
whose acts are processed within the ambit 
of law". 

• This means the animal kingdom could be 
represented by a custodian. It declared all 
citizens of Uttarakhand "persons in loco 


parentis" (in the place of a parent) giving 
them the responsibility to protect animals 
and ensure their welfare. 

46. Answer (b) only 2 is Correct. 

• The UNESCO ( United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization), specialized agency of United 
Nations, entered into an agreement with 
the Andhra Pradesh Economic Development 
Board for the establishment of a gaming 
digital learning hub, NOT UNICEF (United 
Nations International Children's Emergency 
Fund). Hence statement 1 is INCORRECT 

• The hub is seen as potential medium for 
creating around 50,000 jobs in 10 years. 

47. Answer (d) all are Correct. 

• The 'first ever'India Tourism Mart (ITM) 
got organized by Tourism Ministry in 
partnership with the Federation of 
Associations in Indian Tourism 

and Hospitality (FAITH). 

• The objective of the 
event is to create an annual 
Global Tourism Mart for India in line 
with major international travel marts bei 
ng held in countries across the world. 

• It will provide a platform for all 
stakeholders in 

the tourism and hospitality 
industries to interact and transact busin 
ess opportunities. 

48. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 are Correct. 



• India has agreed to form a joint venture 
with Sri Lanka to operate the country's loss¬ 
making Mattala Rajapaksa International 
Airport in Hambantota, Sri Lanka's civil 
aviation minister has told Parliament. 

• The $210 million facility, 241km south¬ 
east of Colombo, is dubbed the "world's 
emptiest airport" due to a lack of flights. 

• India would operate the airport as a Sri 
Lanka-lndia joint venture. 

49. Answer (a) Mainstreaming protection, 
rights, well-being and empowerment of 
children throughout the conflict cycle. 

• The UN Security Council has adopted a 
resolution 2427, which won unanimous 
approval of the 15 members of the council. 

• The resolution aimed at a framework for 
mainstreaming protection, rights, well¬ 
being and empowerment of children 
throughout the conflict cycle. 

• It also condemns attacks against schools 
and hospitals and the denial of 
humanitarian access by parties to armed 
conflict. 

• It demands that all relevant parties 
immediately put an end to such practices 
and take special measures to protect 
children. 

50. Answer (b) Only 2 is Correct 


• The government recently approved 
revised cost estimate of DRIP project and 
extended the time period for its conclusion. 

• The objective of the scheme is to improve 
safety and operational performance of 

selected dams not all the dams in India. 
Hence statement 1 is INCORRECT. 

• It is a state sector scheme with 80% of the 
total project is provided by the World Bank 
as loan/credit and remaining 20% is borne 
by the States / Central Government. Hence 
statement 2 is Correct. 

51. Answer (b) Only 2 and 3 are Correct 

• The Global Forum on Transparency and 
Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes, 
founded in 2000 and restructured in 
September 2009, consists 

of OECD countries and other jurisdictions 
that agreed to implement tax related 
transparency and information exchange. 
Hence statement 1 is INCORRECT. 

• It addresses tax evasion, tax 
havens, offshore financial centers, tax 
information exchange agreements, double 
taxation and money laundering. The forum 
works under the auspices of the OECD 
and G20. Hence statement 2 is Correct. 


• In 2000 it published a blacklist of 35 tax 
havens, which by 2009 had shrunk to zero. 
It has since focused on increasing the 
standard for information exchange. As of 
January 2018, the Forum had 147 member 
tax jurisdictions and the European Union. 

• The aim of the Global Forum was to 
ensure that all countries fully implement 
the international standards on tax 
transparency and exchange of information 
(EOI). Hence statement 3 is also correct. 

• These standards require that tax 
information should be exchanged by a 
requested country on requisition from a 
requesting country where it is relevant to 
the enforcement of the domestic laws of 
the requesting country. 

• Every country is peer reviewed on these 
standards. After review, a rating is awarded 
which may be 'Compliant', 'Largely 
Compliant', 'Partly Compliant' or 'Non - 
Compliant'. 

52. Answer (b) Only 1, 3 and 4 are Correct 

• The RIMES is an intergovernmental body 
registered under United Nations. It is 
owned and managed by 45 collaborating 
countries in Asia Pacific and Africa Region. 

Hence statement 1 is Correct. 


• Currently, Maldives chairs the RIMES 
Council not Maldives. Hence statement 2 is 
INCORRECT 

• It was established in 2009 and was 
registered with UN in July 2009. It operates 
from its regional early warning centre 
located at campus of Asian Institute of 
Technology in Pathumthani, Thailand. 

• It has evolved from efforts of countries in 
Africa and Asia in aftermath of 2004 Indian 
Ocean tsunami. 

• The Tamil Nadu Agricultural University has 
signed a memorandum of understanding 
with the Regional Integrated Multi Hazard 
Early Warning System for Asia and Africa 
(RIMES) to collaborate on climate 
information services for agricultural risk 
management. (Nov. 14, 2018 The Hindu). 
Hence statement 3 is Correct. 

Note: Before it. The 
Odisha government also signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with the Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard 
Early Warning System (RIMES) for effective 
management of disaster (June 29, 2018 
Business standard). So don't get confused 
Between Tamil Nadu and Odisha. 

• It seeks to establish regional early 
warning system within multi-hazard 
framework for generation and 



communication of early warning 
information and capacity building for 
preparedness and response to trans¬ 
boundary hazards. 

• It provides information related to 
Tsunami and extreme weather 
conditions. It also acts as a test bed for 
emerging technologies and help to 
enhance performance 

• 

53. Answer (d) Colombia 

• Colombia has formally joined North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization as global 
partner. It makes it first Latin American to 
join NATO. The announcement came after 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) approved Colombia as 
a new member. Hence Option (d) is 
Correct. 

• Colombia has become the only Latin 
American nation in the NATO alliance. It will 
be given the status of "Partner across the 
globe" in the group. 

• Being a global partner Colombia need not 
necessarily have to take part in military 
action and yet will be fully accredited as a 
member in NATO 

• North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
is also called as the North Atlantic Alliance, 
an intergovernmental military alliance 
between three United Nations Security 


Council (United States, France and United 
Kingdom) permanent members and 26 
other North American and European 
countries. The alliance was established by 
the North Atlantic Treaty 1949. 

54. Answer (d) neither 1 nor 2 

• World Bank in its global Finindex 
database released on April 19, 2018, (and 
was frequently in news in May and later 
on) shown significant improvement in India. 
Hence 1 st statement is INCORRECT, since it 
is released by World Bank and not by 
Alliance for Financial Inclusion (AFI). The 
World Banks observations in its Global 
Findex database 2017 related to financial 
inclusion are: 

a) India's "strong government" push to 
increase account ownership through 
biometric identification cards helped 
narrow both the gender gap and the 
gap between the rich and poor. 

b) India has significantly reduced the 
gender gap in providing access to 
financial services with 77% women 
against 83% men having bank 
accounts. Hence 2nd statement is 
also INCORRECT 

c) In India three years ago, men were 
20 percentage points more likely 
than women to have an account. 
Today, India's gender gap has 
shrunk to 6 percentage points 
thanks to a strong government push 
to increase account ownership 



through biometric identification 
cards. 

d) Globally, 65% of women have an 
account compared with 72% of men, 
a gap of seven percentage points 
that has been unchanged since 
2011 . 

55. Answer (d) all are correct 

• Recently, United Nations Secretary- 
General Antonio Guterres has appointed 
Major General Jose Eladio Alcain of 
Uruguayan Army as Head of Mission and 
Chief Military Observer Group in India and 
Pakistan (UNMOGIP). 

• The United Nations has played an 
important role in maintaining peace and 
order in Jammu and Kashmir soon after the 
independence of India and Pakistan in 1947, 
when a dispute erupted between the two 
States on the question of Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

• India took this matter to the UN Security 
Council, which passed resolution 39 (1948) 
and established the United Nations 
Commission for India and Pakistan (UNCIP) 
to investigate the issues and mediate 
between the two countries. 

• Following the cease-fire of hostilities, it 
also established the United Nations 
Military Observer Group for India and 
Pakistan (UNMOGIP) to monitor the cease¬ 
fire line. 


• UNMOGIP has been established by UN 
Security Council (UNSC) Resolution. Hence 
statement 1 is Correct. 

• It had started its operations in 1949. It 
observes and reports on ceasefire along and 
across the Line of Control (LoC) between 
the nuclear-armed India and Pakistan in 
Jammu and Kashmir. Hence statement 2 is 
Correct. 

• UNMOGIP has 44 military observers, 25 
international civilian personnel from 10 
countries and 47 local civilian staff. The 
group is financed by the United Nations 
regular budget. Hence statement 3 is also 
correct. 

56. Answer (a) 1, 2 and 3 are Incorrect. 

• Union Ministry of Human Resource 
Development (HRD has officially decided to 
participate in Programme for International 
Student Assessment (PISA) after gap of nine 
years. It will send team of officers to Paris 
to negotiate India's terms of participation in 
PISA 2021. 

• India had made its debut in PISA in 2009 
with 16000 students from 400 schools 

across Tamil Nadu and Himachal Pradesh. 
However, students had performed 
miserably in 2009 test and India was placed 
at 72nd among 74 participating countries. 

Hence statement 1 is Incorrect. 

• Government had blamed "out of context" 
questions for the poor results in 2009 and 
decided it won't participate in 2012 and 
2015. 



• PISA is assessment test for 15-year-olds 
(not 18 years), organized every three years 
(not annually) by Organization for 
Economic Cooperation Development 
(OECD) not United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO). Hence statement 2 and 3 are 
also INCORRECT. 

• PISA measures student performance in 
mathematics, reading, and science and 
even innovative subjects like collaborative 
problem-solving and money literacy. The 
test is designed by education experts 
around the world. It assesses how students 
apply what they have learnt to real-world 
problems. Hence statement 4 is Correct. 

57. Answer (c) Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare 

• The award is given by Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare. It is given to the 
individuals and teams of doctors from the 
private sector and States for their 
exemplary services in achieving objectives 
of safe motherhood to every woman in the 
country. Hence Option (c) is correct. 

• Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva 
Abhiyan (PMSMA) launched in 2016 for 
achieving SDG for Maternal Mortality Rate 
below 70 by 2030. 

• The program aims to provide assured, 
comprehensive and quality antenatal care, 
free of cost, universally to all pregnant 
women on the 9th of every month. 

• It guarantees a minimum package of 
antenatal care services to women in their 


2nd / 3rd trimesters of pregnancy at 
designated government health facilities. 

• The health check-up includes a minimum 
package of prenatal care/antenatal care 
services i.e care given during pregnancy and 
medicines such as IFA supplements, calcium 
supplements etc would be provided to all 
pregnant women. 

• The programme follows a systematic 
approach for engagement with private 
sector which includes motivating private 
practitioners to volunteer for the campaign. 

• It also laid special emphasis on early 
diagnosis, adequate and appropriate 
management of women with malnutrition 
and adolescent and early pregnancies as 
these pregnancies need extra and 
specialized care. 

• Thus it aims to improve the quality and 
coverage of Antenatal Care (ANC) including 
diagnostics and counselling services as part 
of the Reproductive Maternal Neonatal 
Child and Adolescent Health (RMNCH+A) 
Strategy. 

58. Answer (a) Only 1 is Correct. 

• Solar Charkha Mission is proposed to have 
a ceiling of 8% of interest subvention on 
working capital irrespective of the interest 
rates being charged by the Banks/Financial 
Institutions for a period of six months. 
Hence statement 1 is Correct. 

• President Ram Nath Kovind launched 
Solar Charkha Mission under which 
Government will disburse subsidy of Rs 550 
crore to thousands of artisans, generating 



employment in rural areas. It was launched 
during the event of Udyam Sangam 
(National MSME Conclave) on the occasion 
of World MSME Day. 

• Solar Charkha Scheme is an initiative by 
the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSME) and not by the Ministry 
of New & Renewable Energy. Hence 
statement 2 is INCORRECT. 

• Under this mission. Ministry of Micro 
Small and Medium Enterprise (MSME) will 
cover 50 clusters across the country 
including in the Northeast and ach cluster 
will employ 400 to 2,000 artisans. 

59. Answer (b) Only 2 is Correct. 

• ReUnite is a mobile application launched 
recently to trace missing and abandoned 
children in India and not the old-age 
people. Hence statement 1 is INCORRECT. 

• The app is multiuser where parents and 
citizens can upload pictures of children, and 
provide detailed description like name, 
birth mark, address, report to the police 
station, search and identify missing kids.. 
Hence statement 2 is Correct 

• Non-government organisation Bachpan 
Bachao Andolan and Capgemini has 
developed this app. 

60. Answer (b) only 1, 2 and 4 are correct. 

• Union Civil Aviation Ministry has given in¬ 
principle approval to set up water 
aerodromes in the country. To start with it 
has identified five states: Odisha, Gujarat, 


Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and Assam 
for development of water aerodromes. 

• In the first phase of the project, Chilka 
Lake (Odisha), Sabarmati River Front and 
Sardar Sarovar Dam (Gujarat) have been 
identified for the development of such 
facilities. Dal Lake has not been chosen for 
the first phase. Hence choice 3 is Incorrect 
and other choices 1, 2 and 4 are correct. 

• Airdrome is location from which aircraft 
flight operations take place, regardless of 
whether they involve air cargo, passengers. 

61. Answer (a) it is a solo sailing race 
around the globe in a yacht with no kind of 
modern technology. 

• The Golden Globe Race (GGR) is a solo 
sailing race around the globe in a yacht with 
no kind of modern technology. Hence 
option (a) is Correct. 

• It started off on July 1, 2018, to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the Sunday Times 
Golden Globe Race when Sir Robin Knox- 
Johnston became the first person to make a 
non-stop solo circumnavigation trip. 

• Indian sailor and Navy officer. 

Commander Abhilash Tomy KC was part of 
the race when his yacht was dismasted and 
he suffered severe back injury. 

• He was traced by the Indian Navy 
Reconnaissance after he sent out distress 
messages from his vessel and rescued by 
the French vessel Osiris on Monday. 



• Tomy was the only Indian in the race and 
was in the third position when he was 
stranded after having sailed over 10,500 
nautical miles in the previous 84 days. 

62. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 are Correct. 

• Van Dhan scheme, under Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs, aims at economic 
development of tribals involved in 
collection of Minor Food Produces (MFPs) 
by helping them in optimum utilization of 
natural resources and provide them 
sustainable livelihood. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

• Van Dhan Vikas Kendra will be established 
under scheme which will provide skill 
upgradation and capacity building training 
and setting up of primary processing and 
value addition facility. 

• The PPP model will be based on utilising 
Private entrepreneur skills in undertaking 
processing as well as marketing of the 
produce. Hence statement 2 is also correct. 

• The central and state governments will 
provide necessary support by creating 
infrastructure and providing enabling 
environment for undertaking value addition 
of systematic scientific lines. 

63. Answer (a) only 1 is Correct. 

• The GRACE mission was selected as the 
second mission under the NASA Earth 
System Science Pathfinder (ESSP) Program 
in May 1997. Hence statement 1 is correct. 


• GRACE maps Earth's gravity field and not 
magnetic field by making accurate 
measurements of the distance between the 
two satellites, using GPS and a microwave 
ranging system. Hence statement 2 is 
INCORRECT. 

• The Gravity Recovery and Climate 
Experiment was a joint mission of NASA 
and the German Aerospace Center not 
European Space Agency (ESA). Hence 
statement 3 is also INCORRECT. 

• GRACE consists of two identical spacecraft 
that fly about 220 kilometers (137 miles) 
apart in a polar orbit 500 kilometers (310 
miles) above Earth. GRACE maps Earth's 
gravity field by making accurate 
measurements of the distance between the 
two satellites, using GPS and a microwave 
ranging system. 

64. Answer (d) all are Correct. 

• ToneTag is a sound-wave communication 
tech platform which enables payments and 
proximity customer engagement services 
on any device, independent of the 
instrument or the infrastructure. 

• ToneTag has implemented a 
proprietary security protocol with 3 layers 
of encryption, using Blockchain and 
Tokenization. 


• ToneTag company is the the first to 
introduce blockchain in the payments 
space. 



• ToneTag can be integrated with mobile 
apps, EDC/POS and ATM machines without 
any hardware upgrades to make them 
ready for contactless payments and other 
solutions. 

• ToneTag encodes data into sound 
waves which is then transmitted between 
devices making it highly interoperable. 

• It is not hardware dependent and works 
with the devices that do not have a 
microphone or speaker. 

• Significance of the technology: ToneTag 
sound-wave communication platform 
enables highly secure proximity payments, 
customer engagement services and on-the- 
go mobility solutions. The approach in this 
technology makes the entire process device 
agnostic and completely frictionless, making 
the user experience intuitive and highly 
adaptable. 

65. Answer (c) GST 

• About AAAR: 

- As per the state GST law, the appellate 
authority will have two members - the 
chief commissioner of central tax as 
designated by CBIC and the 
commissioner of state tax. 

- The appellate authority has been 
mandated to pass order within 90 days 
of the filing of appeal. 

- Under the GST (goods and services tax) 
law, an aggrieved party can file an 
appeal against the order of the 
authority for advance rulings within 30 
days, which may be further extended 
by a month. 


• What is an Advance Ruling? 

"Advance ruling" means a decision provided 
by the Authority or the Appellate Authority 
to an applicant on matters or on questions 
specified in sub-section (2) of section 97 or 
subsection (1) of section 100 of the CGST 
Act, 2017, in relation to the supply of goods 
or services or both being undertaken or 
proposed to be undertaken by the 
applicant. 

• The broad objectives for setting up a 
mechanism of Advance Ruling are: 

■ Provide certainty in tax liability in 
advance in relation to an activity 
proposed to be undertaken by the 
applicant. 

■ Attract Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). 

■ Reduce litigation. 

■ Pronounce ruling expeditiously in a 
transparent and inexpensive manner. 

• 'Authority for advance ruling' (AAR) and 
'Appellate authority for advance ruling' 
(AAAR): 

■ The Authority for advance ruling 
constituted under the provisions of 
State Goods and Services Tax Act or 
Union Territory Goods and Services Tax 
Act shall be deemed to be the 
Authority for advance ruling in respect 
of that State or Union territory under 
the CGST Act, 2017 also. 

■ The Appellate Authority for Advance 
Ruling constituted under the provisions 
of a State Goods and Services Tax Act 
or a Union Territory Goods and 
Services Tax Act shall be deemed to be 
the Appellate Authority in respect of 
that State or Union territory under the 
CGST Act, 2017 also. 

■ Thus it can be seen that both the 
Authority for Advance Ruling (AAR) & 
the Appellate Authority for Advance 



Ruling (AAAR) is constituted under the 
respective State/Union Territory Act 
and not the Central Act. This would 
mean that the ruling given by the AAR 
& AAAR will be applicable only within 
the jurisdiction of the concerned state 
or union territory. It is also for this 
reason that questions on 
determination of place of supply 
cannot be raised with the AAR or 
AAAR. 

66. Answer (b) only 2 is Correct 

• statement 1 is wrong- because Swachh 
Survekshan 2018 was organised by Ministry 
of Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 
(MoHUA), under the aegis of the Swachh 
Bharat Mission (Urban). 

• The on-field survey for Swachh 
Survekshan was conducted by an 
independent agency and the data for 
ranking of the cities collected from 3 
sources: 

I. Service Level Progress: To verify 
whether systems and processes are 
in place in Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) 
to implement Swachh Bharat 
Mission (Urban) in the most efficient 
way. 

II. Direct Observation: To verify and 
assess general cleanliness in the 
cities by making random field visits 
in different parts of the city and 
public conveniences 
(Community/Public Toilets). 

ill. Citizens Feedback: To collect 

feedback directly from citizens and 
monitor the performance of 


Swachhata App, a citizens grievance 
Mobile App. 

• Performance of various cities: 

1. Indore has emerged as the cleanest 
city, followed by Bhopal and 
Chandigarh. Indore was the cleanest 
city last year as well. 

2. Jharkhand has been adjudged as the 
best performing state, followed by 
Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh. 

3 . Cleanest State Capital/UT: Greater 
Mumbai. 

4 . India's 'Cleanest big City': Vijaywada 
(Andhra Pradesh). 

5 . India's 'Fastest Mover' big City: 
Ghaziabad (Uttar Pradesh). 

6. India's Best City in'Citizens 
Feedback': Kota (Rajasthan). 

7. India's Best City in'Innovation & 

Best Practices': Nagpur 
(Maharashtra). 

8. India's Best City in 'Solid Waste 
Management: Navi Mumbai 
(Maharashtra). 

9. India's Cleanest Medium City: 
Mysuru (Karnataka). 

10. India's 'Fastest Mover' Medium City: 
Bhiwandi (Maharashtra). 

11. India's Best City in'Citizens 
Feedback': Parbhani (Maharashtra). 

12. India's Best City in 'Innovation & 

Best Practices': Aligarh (Uttar 
Pradesh). 

13 . India's Best City in 'Solid Waste 
Management: Mangalore 
(Karnataka). 

14 . India's Cleanest Small City: New 
Delhi Municipal Council. 

15 . India's 'Fastest Mover' Small City: 
Bhusawal (Maharashtra). 

16 . India's Best City in 'Citizens 
Feedback': Giridih (Jharkhand). 



17 . India's Best City in 'Innovation & 

Best Practices': Ambikapur 
(Jharkhand). 

18 . India's Best City in 'Solid Waste 
Management: Tirupati (Andhra 
Pradesh). 

67. Answer (b) only 2 is Correct 

• Recently, WHO has published its first 
Essential Diagnostics List, a catalogue of 
the tests needed to diagnose the most 
common conditions as well as a number of 
global priority diseases? Hence statement 2 
is correct but statement 1 is Incorrect. 

• The aim is to provide a tool that can be 
useful to all countries, to test and treat 
better, but also to use health funds more 
efficiently by concentrating on the truly 
essential tests. 

68. Answer (c) both is correct 

• The Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) has 
become the first stock exchange in India to 
have received recognition as a 'Designated 
Offshore Securities Market' (DOSM). The 
recognition has been given by United States 
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). 
Hence statement 1 is correct. 

• The DOSM status allows the sale of 
securities to U.S. investors through the 
trading venue of BSE without registration of 
such securities with the US SEC and thus 
eases the trades by US investors in India. 

• India's leading bourse Bombay Stock 
Exchange (BSE) became first stock 
exchange in the country to launch 


commodity derivative contracts. It has 

launched contracts in popular commodities 
like gold (1kg) and silver (30kg). This launch 
comes after unified exchange regime kicked 
off from 1 October 2018. Hence statement 
2 also is correct. 

69. Answer (b) Niti Aayog 

• The NITI (National Institution for 
Transforming India) Aayog launched 
Composite Water Management Index as 
useful tool to assess and improve 
performance in efficient management of 
water resources. Hence option (b) is 
correct. 

• The index aims to inspire States/UTs 
towards efficient and optimal utilization of 
water and recycling hereof with sense of 
urgency. 

• The composite water management index 
comprises of nine parameters and 28 
indicators. These include various aspects of 
ground water, irrigation, restoration of 
water bodies, farm practices, drinking 
water, policy and governance. 

• For purpose of analysis, reporting states 
of index were divided into two special 
groups North Eastern and Himalayan states 
and Other States to take into account 
different hydrological conditions across 
these groups 

70. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 are correct 



• Under Permanent Residency Status (PRS) 
scheme, suitable provisions will be 
incorporated in the Visa Manual to provide 
for the grant of PRS to foreign investors. 

The PRS will be granted for a period of 10 
years with multiple entries. This can be 
reviewed for another 10 years if the PRS 
holder has not come to adverse notice. 

• PRS will serve as a multiple entry visa 
without any stay stipulation and PRS 
holders will be exempted from the 
registration requirements. 

• The scheme will be applicable only to 
foreign investors fulfilling the prescribed 
eligibility conditions, his/her spouse and 
dependents. These include: The foreign 
investor will have to invest a minimum of 
Rs. 10 crores to be brought within 18 
months or Rs.25 crores to be brought 
within 36 months. Further, the foreign 
investment should result in generating 
employment to at least 20 resident Indians 
every financial year. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

• PRS holders will be allowed to purchase 
one residential property for dwelling 
purpose. The spouse/ dependents of the 
PRS holder will be allowed to take up 
employment in private sector (in relaxation 
to salary stipulations for Employment Visa) 
and undertake studies in India. Hence 
statement 2 is also correct. 

71. Answer (b) only 2 is correct 

• Statement 1 is wrong because The 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 


was originally a six-member multilateral 
organization. 

• The Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO), or Shanghai Pact, is a Eurasian 
political, economic, and security alliance, 
the creation of which was announced on 15 
June 2001 in Shanghai, China by the leaders 
of China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, 
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. 

• Organization has expanded its 
membership to eight countries when India 
and Pakistan joined SCO as full members on 
9 June 2017 at a summit in Astana, 
Kazakhstan. 

• After the expansion of membership, SCO 
represents approximately 42% of the 
world's population, 20% of its GDP and 22% 
of the landmass. 

• The Heads of State Council (HSC) is the 
supreme decision-making body in the SCO, 
it meets once a year and adopts decisions 
and guidelines on all important matters of 
the organization. Hence statement 2 is 
Correct. 

• 3 rd Statements is wrong because 
Countries with observer status in the 
organization are Iran, Afghanistan, Belarus 
and Mongolia. Iraq is not in the list 
although it is seeking for its membership 
but has not got yet. 


72. Answer (d) all of the above 



• Reang is one of the 21 scheduled tribes of 
the Indian state of Tripura . The Bru can be 
found all over the Tripura state in India. 

• However, they may also be found 

in Mizoram, Assam, Manipur and They 
speak the Reang dialect 
of Kokborok language which is of Tibeto- 
Burmese origin and is locally referred to 
as Kau Bru. Hence all the given choices are 
correct. 

• Recently, following the Union Home 
Ministry's decision to give voting rights to 
around 30,000 people who had fled from 
Mizoram to Tripura in 1997 in the wake of 
inter-community violence. The Election 
Commission has asked the State of Mizoram 
to revise its rolls for the poll this year and 
include the members of the internally- 
displaced community. 

• As many as 32,876 people of the Reang 
tribe (known in Mizoram as Brus) are set to 
be repatriated to Mizoram after a tripartite 
agreement was signed between the Centre, 
Tripura and Mizoram. 

73. Answer (d) BRICS 

• The BRICS environment ministers' 
meeting in Durban agreed to include 'Green 
Good Deeds' in its agenda for the next 
meeting. Hence option (d) is correct. 

• The nations as part of BRICS - Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South Africa - 
have decided to include 'Green Good 
Deeds' in agenda of the next round of the 
group's environment ministers meeting. 
Brazil will host the meeting in 2019. 

• Green Good Deeds" campaign: 

a) The campaign has been launched by 
the Environment Ministry to 
sensitise the people and students, in 
particular, about climate change and 


global warming. The objective of the 
campaign is to restore and return 
the clean and green environment to 
the next generation. 

b) The Ministry of Environment, Forest 
& Climate Change had drawn up a 
list of over 500 Green Good Deeds 
and asked people to alter their 
behaviour to Green Good Behaviour 
to fulfil their Green Social 
Responsibility. 

c) These small positive actions to be 
performed by individuals or 
organisations to strengthen the 
cause of environmental protection, 
were put on a mobile application 
named "Dr Harsh Vardhan App". 

74. Answer (b) only 2 is correct 

• Zojila tunnel will be the longest bi¬ 
directional tunnel in the Asia and not in the 
world. Hence 1 st statement is Incorrect. 

• It is a 14.2-km long tunnel project in 
Jammu and Kashmir to provide all-weather 
connectivity between Srinagar, Kargil and 
Leh, which remains cut-off from the rest of 
India during winters due to heavy snowfall. 
"Zojila tunnel will be the longest bi¬ 
directional tunnel in Asia. 

• Implementation: The project will be 
implemented by the ministry of road 
transport and highways (MoRT&H) through 
the National Highways and Infrastructure 
Development Corporation Limited 
(NHIDCL). 


75. Answer (d) all are correct 



• Oxytocin is a female hormone. It has also 
been dubbed the love hormone, hug 
hormone, cuddle chemical, moral molecule, 
and the bliss hormone due to its effects on 
behavior, including its role in love and in 
female reproductive biological functions in 
reproduction. Hence statement 1 is 
Correct. 

• Oxytocin is a hormone that is made in the 
brain, in the hypothalamus. Hence 
statement 2 is also correct. 

• It is transported to, and secreted by, 
the pituitary gland, which is located at the 
base of the brain. It acts both as a hormone 
and as a brain neurotransmitter. 

• The release of oxytocin by the pituitary 
gland acts to regulate two female 
reproductive 

functions: Childbirth and Breast-feeding. 
Hence statement 3 is also correct. 

76. Answer (c) only 2, 3 and 4 are correct 

• Small Industries Development Bank of 
India (SIDBI) not Ministry of Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises has launched 
Udyam Abhilasha (32^T3TSflfPlcHHI). Hence 
statement 1 is INCORRECT 

• It is a national level entrepreneurship 
awareness campaign. Hence statement 2 is 
correct. 

• It was launched in 115 Aspirational 
Districts identified by NITI Aayog in 28 
States. Hence statement 3 is also correct. 

• Objectives of Udyam Abhilasha 


1. Inspire rural youth in aspirational 
districts to be entrepreneurs by 
assisting them to set up their own 
enterprise. 

2. Imp Impart trainings through digital 
medium across the country. Create 
business opportunities for CSC-VLEs. 

3. Focus on women aspirants in 
aspirational to encourage women 
entrepreneurship. Hence statement 
4 is also correct. 

4. Assist participants to become 
bankable and avail credit facility 
from banks to set up their own 
enterprise. 

77. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 are correct 

• The valour displayed by Indian soldiers on 
battlefields around the world is legend. 
Indians have fought with honour and glory 
in the two world wars and in numerous 
wars and conflicts since Independence. 

• Until now the stories of these campaigns 
and the brave men who fought in them 
have been the exclusive domain of the 
military professional or the historian. 
However, all that is set to change. 

• Spearheading a campaign to bring military 
history out of its cloistered preserves and 
make it more accessible is India's oldest and 
most venerable think-tank, the United 
Service Institution (USI). The USI is helping 
to promote the niche concept of 'Battlefield 
Tourism' to popularise historical sites where 
Indian soldiers have fought and died over 
the ages. Hence both the statements are 
correct 



• While battlefield tourism is in its infancy 
in India, there are parts of the world where 
it is the mainstay of the local economy. 

78. Answer (b) only 2 is correct 

• Recently, World Health Organization 
(WHO) has validated Nepal not Myanmar 
for having eliminated trachoma, a 
contagious bacterial infection of the eye. It 
makes Nepal first country in WHO's South- 
East Asia Region to defeat trachoma. Hence 
statement 1 is INCORRECT. 

• Trachoma is an eye disease caused by 
infection with bacterium Chlamydia 
trachomatis. Infection is particularly 
common in young children. It causes 
inflamed granulation on inner surface of 
eye lids. It spreads through contact with 
infective eye or nose discharges. 

• India has declared free from infective 
Trachoma in December 2017 after it met 
goal of trachoma elimination as specified by 
WHO under its GET2020 (Global Elimination 
of Trachoma by the year 2020) programme. 
Hence statement 2 is Correct. 

79. Answer (d) all are correct 

• Navika Sagar Parikrama is the first ever 
Indian circumnavigation of the globe by an 
all-women crew. Hence 1 st statement is 
Correct. 

• During the course of her voyage, the 
vessel has met all criteria of 
circumnavigation, viz. crossing the Equator 
twice, crossing all Longitudes, as also the 
three great capes (Cape Leeuwin, Cape 


Horn and Cape of Good Hope). Hence 2nd 
statement is Correct. 

• During her 254 day long voyage, 

the vessel has covered over 22,000 Nautical 
miles, visiting five countries - Australia, 
New Zealand, Falkland Islands (UK), South 
Africa and Mauritius. Hence 3 rd statement 
is Correct. 

• INSV Tarini: INSV Tarini is a 56 foot sailing 
vessel built in India by M/s Aquarius 
Shipyard Pvt Ltd, Goa. It has Raymarine 
navigation suite and an array of satellite 
communication systems for perfect 
navigation anywhere in the world. 

80. Answer (d) all are correct 

• The World Health Assembly is highest 
decision-making body of World Health 
Organization (WHO). Hence statement 1 is 
Correct. 

• The World Health Assembly (WHA) is the 
forum through which the World Health 
Organization (WHO) is governed by its 194 
member states. 

• It is the world's highest health policy 
setting body and is composed of health 
ministers from member states . 

• The members of the World Health 
Assembly generally meet every year in May 
in Geneva, the location of WHO 
Headquarters. Hence statement 2 is also 
correct. 



• The resolution was initiated by India and 
was co-sponsored by 20 countries. Hence 
statement 3 is also correct. 

• The main functions of the World Health 
Assembly are to determine the policies of 
the Organization, appoint the Director- 
General, supervise financial policies, and 
review and approve the proposed 
programme budget. 

81. Answer (c) both is correct 

Features: 

•The expanded scope of raw material: The 

Policy expands the scope of raw material 
for ethanol production by allowing the use 
of Sugarcane Juice, Sugar-containing 
materials like Sugar Beet, Sweet Sorghum, 
Starch-containing materials like Corn, 
Cassava, Damaged food grains like wheat, 
broken rice. Rotten Potatoes, unfit for 
human consumption for ethanol 
production. 

• Use of surplus produces: The Policy 
allows the use of surplus food grains for 
production of ethanol for blending with 
petrol with the approval of National 
Biofuels Coordination Committee, to save 
farmers who are at risk of not getting 
appropriate price for their produce in the 
surplus production phase. Hence statement 
1 is Correct. 

• Supply chain: The Policy encourages 
setting up of supply chain mechanisms for 
biodiesel production from non-edible 
oilseeds, used cooking oil, short crops. 


• Benefit: One crore lit of E10 saves Rs.28 
crore of FOREX at current rates. The ethanol 
supply year 2017-18 is likely to see a supply 
of around 150 crore liters of ethanol which 
will result in savings of over Rs.4000 crore 
of FOREX. Thus The ethanol supply will help 
to reduce import dependency on crude oil 
which will in turn result in savings of forex. 
Hence 2 nd statement is also correct. 

82. Answer (a) only 1 is correct 

• In India, any money you send overseas is 
subject to controls, as the government is 
wary of excessive outflows of foreign 
exchange draining its reserves and 
destabilising the rupee. But there has been 
an effort to gradually liberalise these 
controls. 

• The window that was opened up in 2004 
for individuals to remit money across the 
border, without seeking specific approvals, 
was called the Liberalised Remittance 
Scheme (LRS). 

• Under LRS, all resident individuals can 
freely remit $250,000 overseas every 
financial year for a permissible set of 
current or capital account transactions. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

• Remittances are permitted for overseas 

education, travel, medical treatment and 
purchase of shares and property, apart 
from maintenance of relatives living abroad, 
gifting and donations. Individuals can also 
open, maintain and hold foreign currency 
accounts with overseas banks for carrying 



out transactions. Hence statement 2 is NOT 
correct. 

• However, the rules do not allow 
remittances for trading on the foreign 
exchange markets, margin or margin calls 
to overseas exchanges and counterparties 
and the purchase of Foreign Currency 
Convertible Bonds issued by Indian 
companies abroad. 

83. Answer (b) only 2 is correct 

• The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, 
today dedicated the Mohanpura Project to 
the Nation. This project will facilitate 
irrigation of agricultural land in Rajgarh 
district of Madhya Pradesh and it is not in 
Punjab. Hence statement 1 is INCORRECT. 

• It will also provide drinking water to 
villages in the area. The Prime Minister also 
laid the foundation stone of various 
drinking water schemes. 

• The project is implemented under the 
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana and 
have been construced on river Newaj in 
Chambal River Basin. Hence statement 2 is 
Correct. 

84. Answer (a) only 1, 2 and 3 are correct 

• The fourth meeting of South Asia Wildlife 
Enforcement Network (SAWEN), an inter¬ 
governmental wildlife law enforcement 
agency was in Kolkata, West Bengal. Hence 
statement 1 and 2 are correct. 


• The two-day conference was attended by 
representatives of seven (excluding 
Pakistan) out of eight member countries. 

Hence statement 3 is also correct. 

• SAWEN is regional inter-governmental 
wildlife law enforcement support body of 
South Asian Countries. It was launched in 
January, 2011 in Paro, Bhutan during the 
second meeting of the South Asia Expert 
Group on Illegal Wildlife Trade. Its 
secretariat is in Kathmandu, Nepal. Its 
regional network comprises of eight South 
Asia countries not six: Afghanistan, 

Pakistan, India, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka and Maldives. Hence statement 4 
is INCORRECT. 

85. Answer (c) Mongolia 

• The third neighbor policy is the policy 
pursued by Mongolia referring to its 
building relationships with countries other 
than Russia and China, which is a land¬ 
locked country between Russia and China. 
The policy refers to its building ties with 
countries other than China and Russia. 

• Mongolia, historically Outer Mongolia, 
country located in north-central Asia. The 
national capital, Ulaanbaatar is in the north- 
central part of the country. 

• The Huns, a people who lived in Central 
Asia from the 3rd to the 1st century BCE, 
may have been ancestors of Mongols. 

• The country has a marked continental 
climate, with long cold winters and short 
cool-to-hot summers. The highest peaks are 



in the Mongolian Altai Mountains in the 
southwest. 

86. Answer (c) Both are correct 

• Gujarat government has launched 
Suryashakti Kisan Yojana (SKY), solar power 
scheme for farmers enabling them to 
generate electricity for their captive 
consumption as well as sell surplus power 
to grid and earn extra buck. It is claimed to 
be first such scheme in the country, where 
farmer will produce his power and sell 
surplus to State power utility. Hence both 
the statements are correct. 

87. Answer (c) Both are correct 

• The Industrial and Commercial Bank of 
China (ICBC), a top state-run Chinese bank 
has launched China's first India-dedicated 
publicly offered investment fund. Hence 
statement 1 is Correct. 

• The fund has been named as Industrial 
and Commercial Bank Credit Suisse India 
Market Fund. ICBC is the largest in the 
world with over $3.6 trillion in assets. 

Hence statement 2 is also correct. 

88. Answer (d) all are correct 

• Union Ministry of Culture has launched a 
new scheme called 'Seva Bhoj Yojna' with a 
total outlay of Rs. 325 Crores for Financial 
Years 2018-19 and 2019-20. 

• The scheme seeks to reimburse the 

Central Government share of CGST and 
IGST so as to lessen the financial burden of 

such Charitable Religious Institutions that 


provide Food/Prasad/Langar (Community 
Kitchen)/Bhandara free of cost without any 
discrimination to Public/Devotees. 

• The Charitable Religious Institutions such 
as Temples, Gurudwara, Mosque, Church, 
Dharmik Ashram, Matth, etc. which have 
been in existence for at least 5 years 
before applying for financial 
assistance/grant and who serve free food 
to at least 5000 people in a month. 

89. Answer (d) Seychelles 

• India has gifted a Dornier maritime 
patrol aircraft to Seychelles. It will enhance 
the surveillance capabilities of the island 
nation. Hence option (d) is Correct 

• The aircraft was built by Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL). It can be used 
for multiple purposes like EEZ monitoring, 
maritime surveillance, pollution monitoring 
and control, search and rescue and 
commuter services. 

90. Answer (a) only 1 is correct 

• Dhanush is India's first indigenous, long- 
range artillery gun and recently, it has 
passed 

Its final test at Pokhran so It is now ready 
for its induction into the Army. Hence 
statement 1 is correct but statement 2 is 
Incorrect. 

91. Answer (c) only 1 and 3 are correct 

• A neutrino is a fermion (an elementary 
particle with half-integer spin ) that interacts 
only via the weak subatomic 



force and gravity . Neutrinos are the most 
abundant massive elementary particles in 
nature. Hence statement 3 is correct. 

• The mass of the neutrino is much smaller 
than that of the other known elementary 
particles, but not zero. Hence statement 2 
is Incorrect. 

• The neutrino is so named because it 

is electrically neutral and because its rest 
mass is so small ( -ino) that it was long 
thought to be zero. The weak force has a 
very short range, gravity is extremely weak 
on the subatomic scale, and neutrinos, 
as leptons, do not participate in the strong 
interaction . Thus, neutrinos typically pass 
through normal matter unimpeded and 
undetected. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

92. Answer (b) only 2 and 4 are correct 

• Bhavani River, is a tributary of the River 
Cauvery (not Krishna) originating from the 

South West Corner of the Nilgiri hills of the 
Western Ghats in Tamil 

Nadu. Hence statement 1 is Incorrect. 

• It drains Tamil Nadu, Kerala and 
Karnataka. Hence statement 2 is Incorrect. 

• It is the second longest river in Tamil 
Nadu. Hence statement 4 is Correct. 

• It enters kerala through Palakkad district. 
It passes through the Silent Valley National 
Park in Kerala (not Eravikulam National 
Park). Hence statement 3 is Incorrect. 


• Twelve major rivulets including West and 
East Varagar rivers join 

Bhavani draining the southern Nilgiri slopes. 

93. Answer (c) Asteroid 

• Japanese Probe "Hayabusa2" has reached 
"Ryugu", an asteroid 300 million km away 
from Earth. Hence option (c) is Correct 

• Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, 

JAXA has launched the probe in 2014. The 
aim of the mission is to collect information 
about the birth of the solar system and the 
origin of life. 

• It identifies suitable sites to take samples 
from once the probe touches down on the 
asteroid. 

94. Answer (c) both is correct 

• Heliosphere is the region where the 
constant flow of particles from our Sun, 
called the solar wind, collides with 
material from the rest of the galaxy. 

This collision limits the amount of 
harmful cosmic radiation entering the 
heliosphere. Hence statement 1 is 
Correct 

• NASA is targeting 2024 for the launch 
of a new mission. The Interstellar 
Mapping and Acceleration Probe 
(IMAP), to learn more about the 
generation of cosmic rays in the 
heliosphere, a sort of magnetic bubble 
surrounding and protecting our solar 



system. Hence statement 2 is also 
correct 

• Cosmic rays created locally and from 
the galaxy and beyond affect human 
explorers in space and can harm 
technological systems, and likely play a 
role in the presence of life itself in the 
universe. 

• The Interstellar Mapping and 
Acceleration Probe (IMAP) mission will 
help researchers better understand the 
boundary of the heliosphere 

95. Answer (a) only 1 and 2 are correct 

• UTTAM App: It has been launched by 
ministry of coal for ensuring transparency 
and efficiency in coal quality monitoring 
process. Hence choice 1 is correct. 

• Scheme for Harnessing and Allocating 
Koyala Transparently in India (SHAKTI): 

ministry of coal's Initiative for auction and 
allotment of coal linkages, it will lead to 
affordable power and transparency in 
allocation of coal. Hence choice 2 is also 
correct. 

• The Union Ministry of Power launched 
Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana 
(SAUBHAGYA) with an aim to achieve 
universal household electrification in all 
parts of country by providing last mile 
electricity connectivity to all rural and urban 
household. Hence choice 3 is Incorrect. 


96. Answer (c) both is correct 

• Government planning to celebrate the 
achievements of Bankim Chandra 
Chattopadhyay in West Bengal that's why 
this topic was in news. 

• Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote 
the national song Vande Mataram. Hence 
statement 1 is Correct. 

• The 19th century author's novel 
Anandamath which was set in the 
background of the Sanyashi Bidroho 
(rebellion of monks in late 18th century) is 
considered to be one of key 

works on Bengal's nationalism. Hence 
statement 2 is also correct. 

• His first Bengali fiction is called 
'Durgeshnondini' published in 1865. 

97. Answer (b) Martian Meteorite 

• Black Beauty is a Martian meteorite from 
which mineral zircon can be extracted. 
Recently, Scientists has analyzed grains 
from zircon to determine the red planet 
Mars crust. Hence option (b) is correct. 

• They examined a chunk of Mars that 
streaked into the Saharan Desert and was 
discovered in 2011. They have found that 
outer layer hardened 4.547 billion years 
ago, only 20 million years after the birth of 
the Sun. 

• Mars is thought to have a dense metallic 
core with a radius of about 1,800 km, 
consisting primarily of iron, nickel and 
sulphur. The core is surrounded by a largely 
dormant mantle some 1,500 km thick made 



mainly of silicon, oxygen, iron and 
magnesium. 

98. Answer (c) both is correct 

• Warli is a tribal art form that was mostly 
created by the Adivasis of the Western 
Ghats. Hence statement is correct. 

• It is one of the oldest art forms in India 
that originated in Maharashtra and is still 
practiced. 

• The Warli tribe, which does these 
paintings, is one of India's largest tribes 
located on the outskirts of Mumbai. 

• Their culture basis itself around the 
concept of Mother Nature; therefore, 
elements of nature serve as focal points for 
Warli paintings. 

• These artists used to use the clay walls of 
their huts as a canvas for their paintings. 

• These paintings use a set of geometric 
shapes - circle, triangle and square. Hence 
statement 2 is also correct. 

99. Answer (d) all are correct 

• CBI is the foremost investigative police 
agency in India. It is extra 
constitutional and non-statutory body. 
Hence statement 2 is correct. 

• It derives power to investigate from the 
Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 
1946. It was established in 1941 as the 
Special Police Establishment. It was 
renamed to present nomenclature in 1963. 
Hence statement 1 is correct. 


• It is headed by Director, an IPS officer of 
DGP rank. He is selected as per the 
provisions of Central Vigilance Commission 
(CVC) Act, 2003 

• The CBI Director is selected by a collegium 
comprising: Prime Minister, Chief Justice of 
India and Leader of Opposition or leader of 
the largest party in opposition in Lok Sabha. 

• It is under administrative control of 
Department of Personnel and Training 
(DoPT), Ministry of Personnel. Hence 
statement 3 is also correct. 

100. Answer (b) only 1, 3 and 4 are correct 

• Union budget 2018 announced a flagship 
National Health Protection Scheme to cover 

over ten crore poor and vulnerable 
families (approximately 50 crore 
beneficiaries) providing coverage up to five 
lakh rupees per family per year for 
secondary and tertiary care hospitalisation 
(Not primary and secondary care 
hospitalization.) Hence statement 1 is 
correct but statement 2 is not correct. 

• It is part of Ayushmaan Bharat Scheme. 
And it will try to overcome various lacunas 
of Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY). 

Hence statement 3 and 4 correct. 

4. It will try to overcome various lacunas 
of Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY) 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1, 3 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) All of the above 





